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Alyssa Keene is a Seattle-based actor, dialect coach, and teaching artist. She and her
husband live in Shoreline, WA, with their cat, Martha.

Contributors 

Dr. Laura Finley, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Sociology and Criminology at Barry University
in Miami, Florida. She is also author, co-author or editor of seventeen books and numerous
book chapters and journal articles. In addition, Dr. Finley is actively involved in a number of
peace, justice, and human rights groups. She serves as Board Chair for No More Tears, a non-
profit organization that serves victims of domestic violence and human trafficking, and is a
board member of The Humanity Project and Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty.
Prior to being elected co-chair, Dr. Finley was Publications Chair for PJSA. She also
coordinates PJSA’s Speakers Bureau.

Dr. Sol Neely is a citizen of the Cherokee Nation and Associate Professor of English and
Philosophy at Heritage University, located on the Yakama Nation, where he also serves as
Director of Composition. In Fall 2012, he founded the “Flying University,” a prison-education
program that brings university students inside the prison for mutual and collaborative study.
Dr. Neely earned his Ph.D. from the “Philosophy and Literature Ph.D. Program” at Purdue
University, during which time he also completed Cornell University’s School of Criticism and
Theory “With Distinction.” He also holds degrees from the University of Alaska Anchorage in
English and Philosophy. His specializations include Theory and Cultural Studies, Critical
Indigenous Studies, and Phenomenology and Literature. During Fall 2019 sabbatical, he
traveled the Trail of Tears with his father and daughter as three generations of Cherokee
Nation citizens.

Wim Laven, Ph.D, instructor of peace studies, political science, and conflict resolution, focuses
his research on forgiveness and reconciliation, which he relates to his wide range of work and
research experiences. His experience in the field spans four continents and include many
processes from mediating disputes in small claims court to interventions during complex
humanitarian disasters. He is on the executive boards of the International Peace Research
Association and the Peace and Justice Studies Association.

Jared O. Bell holds a PhD in Conflict Analysis and Resolution. He is a post-conflict
development expert with a technical focus on justice, human rights, and reconciliation. Dr.
Bell is currently based in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina where he works designing
activities, and programs to promote human rights, rule of law, reconciliation, and economic
development. He has also worked on various human rights, peace building, and development
projects with a variety of organizations such as Peace Direct, the United Nations
Development Programme, the United Nations Human Rights Council, as well as, the
American Red Cross and the Maryland Office of Refugees and Asylees. Dr. Bell has also
taught, presented, and lectured across the globe in such places as Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Latvia, Poland, and the Gambia, as well as the United States. A prolific writer, he has published
numerous articles on human rights, transitional, reconciliation and peace building, and is the
author of the book “Frozen Justice:Lessons from Bosnia and Herzegovina's Failed Transitional
Justice” published with Vernon Press in 2018.



Renee Gilbert is a doctoral student at the University of Kansas’ Clinical Child Psychology
Program. She received her Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in psychology from
Stony Brook University. Her research experience includes working on implementation of
single-session interventions to foster more accessible mental health services for children and
adolescents in need. She also worked on a longitudinal study with World Trade Center
responders to get a better understanding of their physical and mental health concerns years
following their collective trauma. Currently, she is interested in investigating posttraumatic
functioning in disadvantaged children who have experienced natural disasters, with specific
focus on phenomena of positive functioning, such as resilience and posttraumatic growth.
Her aim is to identify key factors that play a role in positive adaptation following trauma, to
further develop effective and accessible interventions and inform policy.

Laurence F. Bove, Ph.D. is emeritus professor of Philosophy and past-Provost at Walsh
University in North Canton, Ohio. He received his B.A. and Ph. D. in Philosophy from St. John’s
University, New York. His presentations and publications examine issues concerning ethics,
the philosophy of nonviolence, bio-ethics, social and political philosophy, and peace studies.
He has written extensively on the nature and ethics of revenge. He co-edited From the Eye of
the Storm: Regional Conflicts and the Philosophy of Peace, Philosophical Perspectives on
Power and Domination, and Introduction to Face to Face with the Real World: Contemporary
Applications of Levinas, a dedicated volume in Philosophy in the Contemporary World, Vol. 7.
Dr. Bove is a past president of the Concerned Philosophers for Peace.

Agnieszka Paczynska is Associate Professor at the Carter School for Peace and Conflict
Resolution, George Mason University. She received her PhD in political science from the
University of Virginia. Her research focuses on the relationship between economic and
political change and conflict, globalization and local conflicts, post-conflict reconstruction
policies and peace and conflict pedagogy. She has authored State, Labor, and the Transition
to a Market Economy: Egypt, Poland, Mexico and the Czech Republic (Penn State University
Press, 2009/2013) and edited Changing Landscape of Assistance to Conflict-Affected States:
Emerging and Traditional Donors and Opportunities for Collaboration (Stimson Center, 2016),
Conflict Zone, Comfort Zone: Pedagogy, Methodology and Best Practices in Field-Based
Courses (with Susan Hirsch, Ohio University Press, 2019) and The New Politics of Aid:
Emerging Donors and Conflict-Affected States (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2019). Her book
Teaching Peace and Conflict Studies (with Susan Hirsch) is forthcoming in 2021. She has
observed elections in Afghanistan, Egypt and Liberia, conducted program evaluations in
Liberia for the UN Peacebuilding Fund and International Alert, and a number of conflict
assessments for USAID and the US State Department, including conflict assessments of
Afghanistan, the DRC, Liberia, Pakistan, Sudan, Tajikistan, and Tanzania.

Arleana Waller is the founder and ShEO of both the ShePower Leadership Academy and the
Circle of Life Development Foundation/MLK CommUNITY Initiative. Waller is also an author,
professional speaker, and leadership expert who has presented for numerous universities,
community organizations, and Fortune 500 companies.



Kirk Johnson is the author of Medical Stigmata: Race, Medicine, and the Pursuit of
Theological Liberation, published by Palgrave Macmillan. He earned both his Master of
Divinity and Doctor of Medical Humanities degrees from Drew University. Johnson is an
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, and currently teaches humanities courses
at Seton Hall University and Montclair State University.

Jennie Barron lives in Nelson, BC (Canada) and teaches peace studies and restorative justice
at Selkirk College in Castlegar, BC. She is also the Chair of the Mir Centre for Peace at Selkirk
College, where she organizes a speaker series, films, community conversations, trainings and
myriad special events. Her academic background is varied and includes the study of social
movement politics, allyship between environmentalists and Indigenous peoples, food justice
and urban space. She is currently initiating a research project aimed at improving dialogue
and listening across social and political divides.

Gabriel Ertsgaard is the Interviews Editor for The Peace Chronicle. He earned his Doctor of
Letters from Drew University with a dissertation on environmental themes in a medieval
legend. He previously taught university English courses in both the United States and China.
His criticism, poetry, and fairy tales have appeared in various print and digital publications.
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THE TRAIL WHERE THEY
CRIED: 

DISPLACEMENT AND HEALING ACROSS
GENERATIONS

An American Sunrise: Poems

Prologue: Transgenerational Displacement 



Cherokee Baptism



Discerning Ancestral Vocation



Epilogue: “Transgenerational Homecoming”





PAYBACK: 
WHY REPARATIONS MATTER ON THE ROAD

HEALING AND RECONCILIATION IN
AMERICA







POST-TRAUMATIC
GROWTH: 

A CRITICAL INVESTIGATION INTO
POSITIVE TRANSFORMATION

FOLLOWING TRAUMA
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To all IPRA members:

www.ipra2021.org



www.ipra2021.org



 

 



HEALING A CITY





BEYOND THE CAVE: 
FOUR PATHWAYS TO THE
HEALING DIMENSIONS OF

PHILOSOPHY

I. Reflecting on Stories Opens Pathways to the Moral

Universe and the Healing Dimensions of Philosophy



II. Philosophic Methods Open Pathways to the

Personal and Communal Healing Dimensions of

Philosophy



III. Reflecting on Relationships, Intersubjectivity and

the Other Opens Pathways to the Healing

Dimensions of Philosophy

IV. Reflection and Action on the Interrelated

Phenomena of Self, Community and Social

Structures Opens Pathways to the Healing

Dimensions of Philosophy 



Suggested Readings 

Family Pictures and The

Infinity Inside

The Peaceable Kingdom.

Republic The Idea of

Phenomenology Breathe! You are

Alive.

 Fear and Trembling,

Neither Victims, nor Executioners, I-Thou

Transforming Knowledge,

Letter from a Birmingham Jail.

How to be an Anti-Racist

On Anger Pedagogy of the

Oppressed Where Do We Go from

Here?



TEACHING ABOUT
CONFLICT AND

RESILIENCE DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC









HEALING FROM TRUMP’S
PRESIDENCY









IF WE CAN GET YOU TO
HOPE AGAIN:

AN INTERVIEW WITH ARLEANA
WALLER

Arleana Waller

GE:

AW: 



GE:

AW:

GE:

AW: 



GE:

AW:



THE METAPHOR OF A
CUT: 

AN INTERVIEW WITH KIRK
JOHNSON

Kirk Johnson

GE:

KJ: 
GE: 



GE:

KJ:



GE:

KJ:



NOTE FROM THE BOARD
CO-CHAIRS

Laura

Jennie





PJSA BOOK SERIES
SEEKING PROPOSALS

Peace Studies: Edges and Innovations

Books in the Series

Connecting Contemporary African-Asian Peacemaking

and Nonviolence: From Satyagraha to Ujamaa

Cultural Violence in the Classroom: Peace, Conflict and

Education in Israel

Marketing Peace: Deconstructing Christian-Muslim

Narratives of God, Salvation and Terrorism,

Peace and Social Justice Education on Campus:

Faculty and Student Perspectives,

Peace Studies Between Traditions and Innovations,



Political Correctness in the Era of Trump: Threat to

Freedom or Ideological Scapegoat? 

Reflections on Gender from a Communications Point of

View: Genderspectives,

The Compassionate Rebel Revolution: Ordinary People

Changing the World,

Trumpism: The Politics of Gender in a Post-Propitious

America,

Conflict Analysis and Transformation: An Introduction

for Students, Activists and Communities,



PJSA
PUBLICATIONS CHAIR

UPDATE

ournal of Transdisciplinary Peace Praxis

Journal of Resistance Studies

“Downloads” at the top -> “My

Account” -> “PJSA, IPRA, and EuPRA Members” on

the bottom left -> PJSA members.




