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PJSA 
Who We Are 

           The Peace and Justice Studies Association (PJSA) is a non-profit organization 

that was formed in 2001 as a result of a merger of the Consortium on Peace Research, 

Education and Development (COPRED) and the Peace Studies Association (PSA). 

Both organizations provided leadership in the broadly defined field of peace, conflict 

and justice studies. 

           We are dedicated to bringing together academics, K-12 teachers and grassroots 

activists to explore alternatives to violence and share visions and strategies for peace-

building, social justice, and social change. 

           PJSA also serves as a professional association for scholars in the field of peace 

and conflict resolution studies, and is the North-American affiliate of the International 

Peace Research Association. 

Our Mission 

PJSA works to create a just and peaceful world through: 

♦ The promotion of peace studies within universities, colleges and K-12 grade levels.  

♦ The forging of alliances among educators, students, activists, and other peace prac-

 titioners in order to enhance each other's work on peace, conflict, and nonviolence. 

♦ The creation and nurturing of alternatives to structures of inequality and injustice,

 war and violence through education, research and action. 

Printed by Grass Roots Press (www .grassrootspress.net) — a green, union-friendly shop! 

http://www.ipraweb.org
http://www.ipraweb.org
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A Note from the Co-Chair 

Dear PJSA Members, 

Greetings as we enter another fall, which often signals re-

newed engagement with our regular activities after the lazy 

days of summer. This year the change of seasons has special 

poignancy as we mark the 10
th
 year since the horrific violence 

of September 11, 2001 and the 10
th
 year of war.  This anniver-

sary, which last year I anticipated with a heavy heart, fearing 

an increase in anti-Muslim hate violence,  I now regard as a 

sign of hope, as I am impressed with the extraordinary num-

ber of peaceful ways people are choosing to commemorate 

this day, from local veterans groups choosing to run to raise 

money for the wounded, instead of marching  in traditional 

military parades, to the high number of traveling peace art 

exhibits and intra-religious dialogue efforts, to the peace 

video competition that has been sponsored by families of 

those who died on 9/11.  These all signal that we are making 

progress in the important work of creating a culture of peace. 

I am also excited to report that PJSA is poised for another 

great year of innovative work. Last year we become a truly bi

-national North American organization, holding our first con-

ference in Winnipeg, Canada. That commitment now extends 

to having Canadians represented on our board and to hold-

ing every third conference in Canada (the next one to be at 

the University of Waterloo in 2013). 

This year we are embarking on another new journey: part-

nering with the Gandhi-King Conference (GKC) of Memphis 

to hold a joint PJSA-GKC conference there from October 21-

23.  This event will allow PJSA members to engage with local 

activists in this region and to reflect 

upon the status of our ―Living Move-

ment‖ as we continue our work to 

create a ―World of Peace, Solidarity 

and Justice.‖ 

This is happening at a very opportune time, as we are wit-

nessing the emergence of new connections between honored 

leaders of the Civil Rights Movement and those engaged in 

the struggle for justice in Palestine, and new synergies and 

networking to enhance our abilities to struggle to end the 

cultural and structural violences of racism, racist incarceration 

and punitive immigration policies. If you have not yet done 

so, check out the conference news on the PJSA website to see 

all of the great speakers who will be coming and the innova-

tive topics our members will be sharing … then register, and 

make your travel plans!  We hope to see you there! 

We are able to do this great new work of expanding the or-

ganization, thanks to the energetic leadership of our Executive 

Director, Randall Amster, and the sustained commitment of 

our very active PJSA board.  At the annual board meeting this 

year we will undertake a long-term strategic planning exer-

cise, to think about how PJSA should focus its energies for the 

next five years.  I invite all members to contact me personally 

if they would like to share their thoughts and ideas.  

Peace, 

Cris Toffolo, PJSA Board Co-Chair 

c-toffolo@neiu.edu 

ANNOUNCING THE LAUNCH OF THE PJSA SPEAKER‘S BUREAU! 

For 2011, we are initiating an exciting new venture that will highlight the incredible work of our members, and advance the 

workings of the ―peace and justice‖ field as well. The primary intention of the Speaker's Bureau is to help carry the mission and 

values of the PJSA to a broader audience. Understanding that various groups and organizations are often seeking trainers, work-

shop facilitators, presenters, keynote speakers, and the like, the new PJSA Speaker's Bureau will allow us to address these needs 

while showcasing the many talented scholars, educators, and activists among our membership… 

More information will soon be available on our website. Queries may be addressed to: speakers@peacejusticestudies.org 

A DIRECT PLEA FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT 

Like many nonprofits, the PJSA has been challenged to maintain the resources necessary for the business of providing profes-

sional opportunities and support for our members. Make no mistake: we are committed to you and the work that you do in 

the world, and have no plans of vanishing any time soon! Yet we have been seeing increased costs for materials, mailings, and 

operating needs including technology and financial management. 

We know that, like us, you are most likely engaged in the very LUCRATIVE  pursuit of peace in a world replete with chal-

lenges! Indeed, many of us are similarly situated in terms of finding our rewards in nonmonetary measures. It is in this spirit 

that we desire to be more than merely a professional association. The PJSA strives to be a resource center, gathering point, 

networking opportunity, and —   perhaps most importantly —   a community. 

Our members are the lifeblood and raison d‘etre for the PJSA. Please help with a gift today, or recruit a new member tomor-

row! Consider leaving a legacy to support the work of peace. And continue participating in this effort, in these ways: 

MAKE A DONATION TODAY (securely online, tax-deductible): http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/donation.php  

KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT: http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/membership/  

ATTEND THIS YEAR‘S CONFERENCE: http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/conference/  

RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS; HOST AN UPCOMING CONFERENCE; SERVE ON THE BOARD; AND MUCH MORE! 

The PJSA is an important component in our mutual work as educators, activists, and peacebuilders. If it didn‘t exist, we would 

surely have to invent it! We ask for your reinvigorated support to maintain this collegial shared space that we call the PJSA... 

DO YOU HAVE A VEHICLE THAT YOU‘D LIKE TO DONATE? 

The PJSA is now able to accept vehicle donations. Visit our donations page today: http://www.v-dac.com/org?id=840615479  
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The Peace and Justice Studies Association 
in partnership with The Gandhi-King Center  

invites you to our annual conference 
October 21-23, 2011 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS UNIVERSITY 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Open to all academics, activists, students, artists, 

educators, practitioners, and peace professionals 

For more info, and to register for this year’s conference, 

please visit: www.peacejusticestudies.org 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN MEMPHIS! 

Announcing our 2011 conference... 

“A LIVING MOVEMENT” 
Toward a World of Peace, Solidarity, and Justice 

The Peace and Justice Studies Association (PJSA) and the Gandhi-King Conference (GKC) are 

pleased to announce our first-ever jointly sponsored annual conference. The PJSA and the GKC are 

partnering this year to promote dynamic exchange among individuals and organizations working 

for a more just and peaceful world. This partnership promises a unique conference experience that 

combines the best of scholarly and grassroots perspectives on the pressing justice issues in our com-

munities and around the globe. 

This year's conference will be held on the campus of Christian Brothers University, in Memphis, 

Tennessee, from Friday October 21 through Sunday October 23, 2011. Panels, workshops, and 

speakers from a wide range of disciplines, professions, and perspectives will address issues related to 

the broad themes of solidarity, community, advocacy, education, and activism as they are brought 

to bear in the pursuit of peace and justice. We are pleased to announce that our keynote speakers 

this year will include Dolores Huerta, David Bacon, Clayborne Carson, and Pancho Ramos-Stierle 

and Nipun Mehta of Charity Focus, plus musical guest David Rovics (see next page for bios). 

Our goal is to create a stimulating environment where scholars, activists, educators, practitioners, 

artists, and students can build community and explore interconnections. We invite participants to 

engage in various modes of exploration, including papers and presentations, hands-on practitioner 

workshops, and a youth summit. We aim to foster an experience in which attendees will have mul-

tiple opportunities to meet and dialogue in both formal and informal settings, against the unique 

historical backdrop of Memphis, TN.  REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! 
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Undergraduate Student: Danielle Fulmer, BA (Peace and Conflict 

Studies), Juniata College 

Title: Addressing Identity in Civil War Peace Accords 

Advisor: Celia Cook-Huffman   

Abstract: Tajfel and Turner‘s social identity theory has received 

increasing attention in the literature as a model for understand-

ing intergroup conflict, while Allport‘s contact hypothesis is com-

monly cited to underscore the utility of appropriate cross-

community contact in countering intergroup enmity. This theo-

retical emphasis on identity as a central factor driving conflicts 

and a crucial component of conflict resolution suggests that iden-

tity-based peacebuilding should occur on both a grassroots and 

an institutional level, and that the peace accord is an ideal locus 

from which to begin. This research used qualitative analysis to 

study peace accords from ten recent civil wars in which identity 

was a motivating factor, as well as accords from three control 

conflicts. The research examined both how the accords ad-

dressed identity issues and the level of commitment to the pro-

posed measures. In the sample studied, identity was addressed in 

terms of security, political solutions, recognition, justice, cohe-

sion, and group rights. The measures ranged from principles and 

initiatives to commitments. The analysis suggests that the manner 

in which such agreements address identity issues is inconsistent. 

In general, civil war peace accords do not address social identity 

more or significantly differently than accords from other types of 

conflicts.  

Current Activities: Danielle is currently the Executive Assistant 

Fellow (a 3-6 month unpaid position) at the Polaris Project, an 

organization working to end human trafficking in all forms. This 

work involves conducting research on related issues at the local, 

state, and national levels. She assists as a liaison for local task 

forces and coalitions, as well as supporting the National Techni-

cal Assistance and Training Program.  

———————————————————————————— 

Graduate Student: Jeffrey Pugh, Ph.D. (Political Science), Johns 

Hopkins University 

Title: Overcoming the Invisibility Bargain: Institutional Adapta-

tion, Host-Migrant Peacebuilding, and Human Security in Ecua-

dor 

Advisor: Margaret Keck   

Abstract: This study examines how Ecuador has been able to 

provide security and foster peace in areas where citizens and 

foreign migrants coexist in a frequently tense relationship, de-

spite having a weak state with limited governance capacity out-

side the cities. This puzzle reflects the expectation in traditional 

security literature that stronger states (those with greater capac-

ity to defend against external threats and control their territory) 

are more secure. In contrast to the external control policies that 

states employ as guarantors of national security, the dissertation 

argues that human security is reinforced in Ecuador through insti-

tutional adaptation of non-state actors. These actors, which of-

ten do not start off with explicit peacebuilding purposes, adapt 

to gaps in formal state institutions and intervene to protect 

rights, develop resources, or promote mutual recognition within 

migrant-receiving communities. The institutional spaces created 

by non-state actors contribute to protecting the basic rights of all 

residents, not just voting citizens. Through this adaptation, non-

state actors create networks of security 

governance that negotiate with—and 

sometimes substitute for—the state. The 

process often alters the structure and 

purpose of the non-state institution, and 

it can transform the relationship between 

the state and society in areas of the 

country where heterogeneous national-

ity challenges the state‘s ability or will-

ingness to fulfill its core function of pro-

viding peace and justice for everyone 

living under its authority. 

Current Activities: Jeff is Assistant Professor of Political Science at 

Providence College, where he teaches courses in International 

Conflict Resolution, Peace and Justice, International Relations, 

Latin American Politics. He continues involvement with the non-

profit organization in Ecuador that he founded (the Center for 

Mediation, Peace, and Resolution of Conflict (CEMPROC)) and 

has recently received a CAFR faculty research grant to continue 

field work in Ecuador on his host-migrant peacebuilding and 

human security project as he continues to revise and expand his 

dissertation for ultimate publication as a book. He also recently 

completed an anti-bullying and conflict resolution training pro-

gram for school children in Escuela FAE in Quito, as well as the 

4
th
 annual Peacebuilding and Economic Development Study 

Abroad program in Ecuador, in collaboration with the Univer-

sity of Georgia.  

———————————————————————————— 

Honorable Mention: Louis Esparza, Ph.D. (Sociology), Stony 

Brook University 

Title: Grassroots Human Rights Activism in Contemporary Co-

lombia 

Advisor: Michael Schwartz 

Abstract: Activists who become involved in radical politics often 

put themselves in dangerous situations to achieve objectives that 

seem highly improbable. More often than not, their efforts are 

thwarted; yet many activists keep trying. How does one sustain 

the vision that drives high-risk activists over the long-term in the 

face of such resistance to change? Using interviews with grass-

roots human rights activists in Bogota, Colombia, this disserta-

tion explores theories of high-risk political behavior. It argues 

that the analysis of processes of coming to engage in high-risk 

activism lends robust insights into what makes a person decide 

to participate in high-risk activism. This shift in focus explains the 

contradictory results in studies that focus on identity, demo-

graphic variables, social networks, ideological beliefs, or bio-

graphical availability. 

Current Activities: Louis has begun his appointment as Assistant 

Professor of Sociology and Latin American Studies at California 

State University, Los Angeles. He recently published a chapter in 

a volume edited by Judith Blau and Mark Frezzo on human 

rights in the United States; he has presented papers at the Ameri-

can Sociological Association (ASA) on non-violent movements in 

Colombia and on the impact of the human rights statement 

passed by ASA Council in 2009. His manuscript "Fields of Fire: 

Emancipation and Resistance in Colombia" seeks a publisher. 

(Student winners present at the conference on Saturday, 10/22.) 

OUR 2011 STUDENT PAPER AWARD WINNERS 

 

FOLLOW THE PJSA NOW ON TWITTER... 

Stay up-to-the-minute with news and events: @PJSAtweets 

CONNECTING WITH THE PJSA 
AND VISIT THE NEW PJSA FACEBOOK PAGE 

―Like‖ what you see? Visit: www.facebook.com/peacestudies 
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Justice May Be Just Around the Bend 

Let‘s face it: things are bad and getting worse every day. Even a 

casual glance at the daily headlines provides ample reason for dis-

may, from perpetual warfare and the ravages of climate change to 

economic collapse and the abject brutality of the ―criminal justice‖ 

system (a cruel misnomer if ever there was one). It doesn‘t take a 

rocket scientist, a millenarian, or an avowed cynic to surmise that 

the ship is sinking and that actual justice is but a faded memory. 

Still, despite all evidence to the contrary, I maintain that we might 

not be as bad off as it seems. This isn‘t an exercise in wide-eyed 

optimism, strategic denial, or the power of positive thinking. Rather, 

it is reflective of what I take as an inexorable impulse in nature -- 

and thus within humankind -- toward productive, sustainable, and 

ultimately just relations at all points in the web. In short, I want to 

suggest that life is good, and that it matters. 

What is the alternative? That we are part of some predestined ma-

chinery of death and decay, bent on nothing except ushering in our 

own demise? Seriously? The narrative of a self-fulfilling apocalypse is 

merely another way of keeping us in fear and giving our innate 

power over to the immanence of ―security‖ and ―order‖ -- whether 

its edicts are delivered to us by fiat or artifice. This is not intended to 

justify any of the calamities we have wrought in the modern era; in 

fact, precisely the opposite. The belief in a just universe is not a 

static, passive principle, but one that must be struggled for and ac-

tively promoted at all levels of our lives. We don‘t get to relax and 

bask in the goodness of creation, nor to indulge ourselves in the 

hedonism of abdication. Instead, we need to wake up every day 

and be the architects of the world we desire to inhabit. 

These teachings have been reflected to us myriad times throughout 

history, and we know the names of many proponents. As Peace 

Pilgrim once said, the only thing new about any of this would be 

actually doing it. We can make the choice at every turn to humanize 

our relations with one another, and to reorient our roles within the 

balance of nature. Manmade law, as Thoreau argued, may turn us 

into the agents of injustice, but perhaps there are even higher princi-

ples to be found all around us and within ourselves alike. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., summoned this potential power on many 

occasions, asking us to consider the active manner in which we 

might align our intentions with a greater good: ―I know you are 

asking today, ‗How long will it take?‘ I come to say to you this after-

noon, however difficult the moment, however frustrating the hour, 

it will not be long, because truth crushed to earth will rise again. 

How long? Not long, because no lie can live forever. How long? 

Not long, because you shall reap what you sow.... How long? Not 

long, because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends to-

ward justice.‖ King was, of course, invoking scripture and spiritual 

teachings in many of his speeches, yet we can also discern that ―the 

arc of the moral universe‖ is equally an expression of science and 

politics as much as it is one of theology or philosophy. 

The phrase actually dates to 1853, with the abolitionist minister 

Theodore Parker, who said: ―I do not pretend to understand the 

moral universe. The arc is a long one. My eye reaches but little 

ways. I cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure by experi-

ence of sight. I can divine it by conscience. And from what I see I am 

sure it bends toward justice.‖ This is part observation and part intui-

tion, simultaneously a projection of reality and a longing for a better 

world all at once. The integration of the empirical and the intuitive 

represents the best of modern thought‘s spirit of interconnection, by 

viewing pieces of the whole as mutually reinforcing rather than op-

positional. King added to this sensibility with his famous insight that 

―injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,‖ again indicat-

ing the holistic, integral nature of moral inquiry. 

This potent historical phrase of the ―moral arc‖ has been described 

as ―Barack Obama‘s favorite quotation.‖ On April 4, 2008, the 40th 

anniversary of King‘s assassination, then-Senator Obama declared: 

―Dr. King once said that the arc of the moral universe is long but it 

bends towards justice. It bends towards justice, but here is the thing: 

it does not bend on its own. It bends because each of us in our own 

ways put our hand on that arc and we bend it in the direction of 

justice.‖ And in June of 2009, President Obama again invoked the 

phrase in support of the ―universal rights to assembly and free 

speech‖ being exercised by demonstrators in Iran. 

So now what? Obama seemingly gets it, at least rhetorically, yet still 

we find ourselves steadily descending into moral oblivion rather 

than ascending on the arc of justice. In an article asking ―What Hap-

pened to Obama?‖ Drew Westen observed: ―When Dr. King spoke 

of the great arc bending toward justice, he did not mean that we 

should wait for it to bend. He exhorted others to put their full 

weight behind it, and he gave his life speaking with a voice that cut 

through the blistering force of water cannons and the gnashing teeth 

of police dogs…. But the arc of history does not bend toward justice 

through capitulation cast as compromise…. The arc of history can 

bend only so far before it breaks.‖ 

Westen‘s prose is an effective statement that rightly reflects the pro-

active sense in which we must be participants in destiny rather than 

mere observers. Yet it also makes a miscalculation in assuming that 

entrenched powers can somehow use economic coercion and politi-

cal chicanery to forestall the advance of justice in the long run of 

human and/or natural affairs. King (and Parker before) did not 

promise immediate returns on our activist investment in the service 

of righteousness; indeed, things didn‘t get to be this way overnight, 

and it will take a long time -- even an eternity, perhaps -- to set it 

right again. In this sense, justice is asymptotic, something to be for-

ever and vigilantly pursued without regard for its ultimate realiza-

tion. Still, as we continue to work toward it and increasingly ap-

proach its arc, we see it begin to infuse our relationships with one 

another and with the balance of existence as a whole. 

Part of the task is to relieve ourselves of the unattainable burden of 

fixing it all or making some sort of ―heaven on earth,‖ focusing in-

stead on the small steps we can take at each moment in our lives. 

Being a good person -- or a good people, for that matter -- isn‘t 

about being perfect and never doing wrong. Such a quest for moral 

certitude is pragmatically impossible and thoroughly immobilizing. 

Rather, the signs of ―goodness‖ are more about what we make of 

our missteps, whether we regret them appropriately and strive to 

learn their lessons as we forge ahead. In this manner, the essence of 

morality isn‘t about absolutism or punishment for inevitable let-

downs, but more so about the direction in which we are moving. 

In fact, we might say that this sense of directionality is the arc of 

justice. It proceeds regardless as a function of the ―unity in diversity‖ 

inherent in the cosmos, with or without our willing engagement. 

The question before us is whether we want to be part of it, or in-

stead remain on a course toward self-imposed annihilation. We can 

help shape the moral arc by promoting economic fairness, environ-

mental sustainability, and nonviolence; through our efforts toward 

ending warfare, rejecting consumerism, and stabilizing the biosphere; 

and by the virtue of teaching ourselves and our children to abandon 

hatred, embrace non-monetary values, and work in concert with 

others to produce both sustenance and justice in our communities. 

This is the nascent arc now coming into view, calling upon us to 

help imagine and implement it. The journey may be long and the 

destination unfixed, but I have no doubt that we will ―get there‖ 

someday. Indeed, by embarking on the enterprise at all, we may 

have already arrived... 

             

                          THE DIRECTOR’S CUT:  
 

                    The Arc of the Moral Universe 

                              by Randall Amster, PJSA Executive Director 
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NEWS AND VIEWS  
 

REPLENISHING THE EARTH, HEALING OURSELVES 

by Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) 

During my more than three decades as an environmentalist and 

campaigner for democratic rights, people have often asked me 

whether spirituality, different  religious traditions, and the Bible 

in particular had inspired me, and influenced my activism and 

the work of the Green Belt Movement (GBM). Did I conceive 

conservation of the environment and empowerment of ordi-

nary people as a kind of religious vocation? Were there spiritual 

lessons to be learned and applied to their own environmental 

efforts, or in their lives as a whole? 

When I began this work in 1977, I wasn‘t motivated by my 

faith or by religion in general. Instead, I was thinking literally 

and practically about solving problems on the ground. I 

wanted to help rural populations, especially women, with the 

basic needs they described to me during seminars and work-

shops. They said that they needed clean drinking water, ade-

quate and nutritious food, income, and energy for cooking and 

heating. So, when I was asked these questions during the early 

days, I‘d answer that I didn‘t think digging holes and mobilizing 

communities to protect or restore the trees, forests, watersheds, 

soil, or habitats for wildlife that surrounded them was spiritual 

work. 

However, I never differentiated between activities that might 

be called ―spiritual‖ and those that might be termed ―secular.‖ 

After a few years I came to recognize that our efforts weren‘t 

only about planting trees, but were also about sowing seeds of 

a different sort — the ones necessary to give communities the 

self-confidence and self-knowledge to rediscover their authentic 

voice and speak out on behalf of their rights (human, environ-

mental, civic, and political). Our task also became to expand 

what we call ―democratic space,‖ in which ordinary citizens 

could make decisions on their own behalf to benefit them-

selves, their community, their country, and the environment 

that sustains them. 

In this context, I began to appreciate that there was something 

that inspired and sustained the GBM and those participating in 

its activities over the years. Many people from different com-

munities and regions reached out to us because they wanted us 

to share the approach with others. I came to realize that the 

work of the GBM was driven by certain intangible values. 

These values were: love for the environment; a gratitude and 

respect for Earth‘s resources; a capacity to empower and better 

oneself; and a spirit of service and volunteerism. Together, 

these values encapsulate the intangible, subtle, nonmaterialistic 

aspects of the GBM as an organization. They enabled us to 

continue working, even through the difficult times. 

Of course, I‘m aware that such values are not unique to the 

Green Belt Movement. They are universal; they can‘t be 

touched or seen. We cannot place a monetary value on them: 

in effect, they are priceless. These values are not contained 

within certain religious traditions. Neither does one have to 

profess a faith in a divine being to live by them. However, they 

do seem to be part of the our human nature and I‘m convinced 

that we are better people because we hold them, and that hu-

mankind is better off with them than without them. Where 

these values are ignored, they are replaced by vices such as 

selfishness, corruption, greed, and exploitation. 

Through my experiences and observations, I have come to be-

lieve that the physical destruction of the earth extends to us, 

too. If we live in an environment that‘s wounded — where the 

water is polluted, the air is filled with soot and fumes, the food 

is contaminated with heavy metals and plastic residues, or the 

soil is practically dust — it hurts us, chipping away at our health 

and creating injuries at a physical, psychological, and spiritual 

level. In degrading the environment, therefore, we degrade 

ourselves. 

The reverse is also true. In the process of helping the earth to 

heal, we help ourselves. If we see the earth bleeding from the 

loss of topsoil, biodiversity, or drought and desertification, and 

if we help reclaim or save what is lost — for instance, through 

regeneration of degraded forests — the planet will help us in 

our self-healing and indeed survival. When we can eat health-

ier, nonadulterated food; when we breathe clean air and drink 

clean water; when the soil can produce an abundance of vege-

tables or grains, our own sicknesses and unhealthy lifestyles 

become healed. The same values we employ in the service of 

the earth‘s replenishment work on us, too. We can love our-

selves as we love the earth; feel grateful for who we are, even 

as we are grateful for the earth‘s bounty; better ourselves, even 

as we use that self-empowerment to improve the earth; offer 

service to ourselves, 

even as we practice vol-

unteerism for the earth. 

Human beings have a 

consciousness by which 

we can appreciate love, 

beauty, creativity, and 

innovation or mourn the 

lack thereof. To the ex-

tent that we can go be-

yond ourselves and ordi-

nary biological instincts, 

we can experience what 

it means to be human 

and therefore different 

from other animals. We can appreciate the delicacy of dew or a 

flower in bloom, water as it runs over the pebbles or the maj-

esty of an elephant, the fragility of the butterfly or a field of 

wheat or leaves blowing in the wind. Such aesthetic responses 

are valid in their own right, and as reactions to the natural 

world they can inspire in us a sense of wonder and beauty that 

in turn encourages a sense of the divine. 

That consciousness acknowledges that while a certain tree, for-

est, or mountain itself may not be holy, the life-sustaining ser-

vices it provides — the oxygen we breathe, the water we drink 

— are what make existence possible, and so deserve our respect 

and veneration. From this point of view, the environment be-

comes sacred, because to destroy what is essential to life is to 

destroy life itself. 

Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) was a Kenyan activist and 2004 

Nobel Peace Prize winner. She the founded the Green Belt 

Movement, which has trained women throughout Africa to 

combat deforestation, in part through the planting of more 

than 40 million trees, and authored The Challenge for Africa, 

Unbowed: A Memoir, The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the 

Approach and the Experience, and Replenishing the Earth: Spiri-

tual Values for Healing Ourselves and the World, from which 

this piece is excerpted. 
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Good Reasons to Believe in a Positive Trend... 

by Kent D. Shifferd 

The twentieth century was the most promising century for the 

eventual development of peace in the last eight thousand years. 

We are living in the midst of a great revolution. True, the twen-

tieth century was one of the most violent in human history and 

the twenty-first opened up with its share of wars.  It‘s an old 

story but it‘s no longer the only story.  Another is in the making 

although most educators, the media, and even presidents don‘t 

know about it. Twenty-seven undeniably demonstrable trends 

have been are leading us toward the evolution of a system of 

global peace.  Below I have briefly summarized these inter-

related trends. 

The development of organized peace action by citizens: Before 

the nineteenth century, great individuals espoused peace.  Jesus 

taught love of enemies, St. Francis reconciled quarrels in Tus-

cany, Erasmus wrote his ―Complainte of Peace,‖ Kant his‖ Per-

petual Peace‖, but there was little if any organized activity.  

Then, between 1815 and 1816, at least four peace societies were 

formed, three in the U.S. and one in England.   On 16 August, 

1815, David Low Dodge founded the New York Peace Society 

to discourage war and promote peace. Over the next hundred 

years, organized peace movements came into being. 

Beginning as a religious impulse peace thinking became a secular 

ideology arguing for a lawful international order and respect 

for the rights of peoples.  Citizens organized.  By the early 

twentieth century there were perhaps three hundred thousand 

European and North American peace activists from over a hun-

dred peace societies that together formed a transnational move-

ment and shared a common ideology then called ―pacifism.‖
 
 

The progressive development of international institutions for 

adjudicating international conflict: This citizen based peace 

movement led to the 1899 conference at The Hague which 

resulted in the creation of the first form of the ―world court,‖ 

now called the International Court of Justice. Regional courts 

developed in Europe and Latin America, and ad hoc tribunals 

arose to deal with war criminals, and most recently the Interna-

tional Criminal Court became a reality.  International courts are 

a crucial part of an interlocked peace system.  

The emergence of supra-national parliamentary institutions to 

keep the peace: World War I led the great powers to create the 

League of Nations and then to improve upon it with the United 

Nations in 1945.  While the UN remains imperfect, the goal of 

these organizations—to prevent war by negotiation, sanctions, 

and collective security is revolutionary in the long history of 

warfare.  The peace-building work of UN agencies is crucial to 

the evolution of a culture of peace.  Additionally, the European 

Union, the Organization of American States, and the African 

Union monitor regional disputes and engage in peace building 

activities. 

The rise of neutral, international peace-keeping: Neutral forces 

(the UN Blue Helmets) composed of several nations intervene 

to quell a conflict or keep it from re-igniting have been de-

ployed in dozens of conflicts and are currently serving around 

the world.  And now another new development--non-violent, 

citizen-based peace keeping and peace building such as the 

Nonviolent Peaceforce and Peace Brigades International are a 

reality. 

The development of nonviolent struggle as a substitute for war, 

beginning with Gandhi, carried on by King, perfected in the 

successful struggles to overthrow the dictatorial regimes of Mar-

cos in the Philippines, the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe and 

the Communist coup in Russia and emergence of the Arab 

Spring.  We no longer need to resort to arms to defend our-

selves.  It has been conclusively demonstrated that all power 

comes from below even in dictatorial regimes.  Nonviolence 

was even used successfully against the Nazis. 

The development and spread of sophisticated new techniques 

of conflict resolution known as win-win negotiation, mutual 

gains bargaining, non-adversarial negotiation, peer mediation 

are being taught all over the world from grade school to state 

departments. 

The rise and rapid spread of peace research and peace educa-

tion. Hundreds of colleges, universities and schools now pro-

vide peace education courses, minors, majors and degrees at the 

graduate level.  An international umbrella organization, the 

Peace and Justice Studies Association, brings educators and prac-

titioners together and facilitates the spread of ideas.  Peace re-

search institutions such as the Swedish Peace Research Institute 

and the United States Institute of Peace are learning more and 

more about how to deal with conflict in nonviolent ways. A 

huge body of peace literature is available to the world via 

books and the web. 

The rapid spread of democratic regimes in the second half of 

the twentieth century. Since it is historically demonstrable that 

democracies do not attack one another. 

The emergence of regions of long-term peace: Western Europe 

for almost 60 years, North America for nearly 200 years, Scan-

dinavia for over 300 years.  Peace, like war, is self-perpetuating 

if a critical mass can be established.  Today, no one expects 

Canadian tanks to roll over the border into Minnesota. 

The decline of institutionalized racism: e.g., Jim Crow in the 

U.S., and the end of Apartheid in South Africa. 

The end of political colonialism. Beginning in the 1960s, the old 

European colonial empires disappeared and dozens of peoples 

became self-governing. 

The end of neo-empire. Empire is becoming impossible due to 

cost and the rise of asymmetric warfare which further increases 

the cost.  Nations that try to police the world go bankrupt. 

The end of de facto sovereignty.  In the modern world, a na-

tion state can‘t keep out missiles, immigrants, ideas, economic 

trends, disease organisms, etc.  Borders are permeable. Old style 

national sovereignty is no longer a description of states in the 

real world. 

The rise of women‘s rights and the emergence of women in 

positions of leadership and authority and the consequent dimin-

ishment of patriarchy in large areas of the world.  Patriarchy has 

been associated with war from ancient times. 

The rise of the environmental sustainability movement aimed at 

slowing or ending the consumptive excesses that create short-

ages, poverty, pollution and environmental injustice in the de-

veloping world and oil dependent economies in the global 

north. 

(Continued on the next page) 

LIVING THE MOVEMENT: “The Peace Revolution” 
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LIVING THE MOVEMENT: “The Peace Revolution” 

(Continued from previous page)   

The spread of peace-oriented forms of religion: the Christianity 

of Thomas Merton, Jim Wallace of Sojourners and Pax Christi; 

the Buddhism of the Dalai Lama, and similar movements in 

Judaism (The Jewish Peace Fellowship, Jewish Voice for Peace) 

and Islam (Muslim Peace Fellowship, Muslim Voice for Peace). 

The successful extension of a regime of international law and 

especially war-limiting treaties such as the bans on atmospheric 

testing of nuclear weapons, 

on child soldiers and the on 

anti-personnel land mines, 

etc.  Most nation states re-

spect international law most 

of the time. 

The legalization of conscien-

tious objector status in many 

nations.  (In World War I 

some COs were condemned 

to death. 

The rise of the human rights 

movement. Human rights 

are now an international 

norm and when they are 

not respected it is consid-

ered an outrage in most 

countries. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International are 

often able to bring effective global pressure on dictatorial re-

gimes to free political prisoners and respect human rights. 

The evolution of the global conference movement.  In the past 

twenty years there have been seminal gatherings at the global 

level aimed at creating a peaceful and just world. The Earth 

Summit in Rio in 1992, laid the foundations for the modern 

global conference movement; convened by the UN, attended 

by one hundred heads of state, 30,000 citizens from around 

the world and 10,000 journalists who disseminated its message 

with unprecedented coverage.  Focused on environment and 

development, it produced a dramatic shift in direction toward 

the elimination of toxics in production, the development of 

alternative energy and public transportation, deforestation, and 

a new realization of the scarcity of water.  Major conferences 

have since been held on a variety of issues. 

The emergence of an international development regime includ-

ing large-scale international development banks (IMF, World 

Bank), but more importantly, micro-financing as begun by the 

Grameen Bank movement in India, and thousands of smaller, 

international development nongovernment organizations. 

The creation of the world wide web and cell phones has dra-

matically increased transparency of government actions (no 

atrocity escapes notice) and the ability of citizen peace organi-

zations to coordinate with each other and to respond to crises 

as well as making easily available crucial information about 

war, peace, human rights; a force multiplier for the peace, jus-

tice and environmental work. 

The sharp decline in old-fashioned attitudes that war is a glori-

ous and noble enterprise.  No troops now march off to war 

singing as they did in 1914. War is no longer considered glori-

ous, or the ―health of nations‖ as it was for centuries. 

 

 

The emergence of thousands of international non-government 

organizations providing a wide variety of peace-making, peace-

keeping, and peace building services.  The Nonviolent Peace-

force, Peace Brigades International, Doctors Without Borders, 

World Vision and uncountable others supporting schools in 

poor countries, providing medical services, bringing clean water 

to remote communities, etc., all underscore the development of 

an emerging, de facto global citizenship.  One people, one 

planet, one peace. 

The gradual decline of capital punishment in most places of the 

world.  In 18
th
 century England there were 220 capital crimes 

and children as young as seven could be hanged for theft.  Eng-

land outlawed capital punishment for murder in 1965    Illinois 

just became the 17
th
 state in the U.S. to outlaw it.  Worldwide 

58 countries maintain it, 95 have outlawed it, and 35 maintain 

it but have not carried out an execution for at least ten years. 

The reaction against violence as entertainment, both against 

violent entertainment media and against war toys. While this 

movement is embryonic, it is nonetheless underway. 

The gradual rise of planetary loyalty as people begin to see 

themselves as citizens of the globe in common humanity with 

all people and with a common need to protect global ecosys-

tems.  The emergence of a globally linked world society is well 

underway. 

All this is new, unprecedented! How it will play out, no one 

knows.  The abolition of  slavery, an institution as old as war 

and as deeply entrenched, took about a hundred years to suc-

ceed.  This new story, the abolition of war, has a good chance 

to succeed in the next hundred years. At the very least, we can 

start to teach our children that war is not the only and inevita-

ble story on the planet.  We have good reasons to believe that 

we may well be trending toward peace. 

Kent Shifferd is emeritus professor at Northland College and 

author of From War to Peace: A Guide To The Next Hundred 

Years (McFarland, 2011) (see the review on page 18). 
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A CLOSING LETTER FROM AN OUTGOING CHAIR 

 

Dear friends and colleagues of the PJSA, 

I am happy to report that Doug Archer and I have arranged 

for a peaceful transfer of power.  He will become co-chair at 

the conference in Memphis next month.  I have much enjoyed 

working with you during my two years as your co-Chair and 

look forward to continuing to work with you in another ca-

pacity (I will not have to go into exile under this agreement). 

But what tumultuous years the last two have been, if not in 

PJSA itself, certainly in the slightly larger world around this 

organization.  Seeing everything as I do from the perspective 

of nonviolence, I do see that in all the turmoil, all the back-

sliding away from democracy in this self-designated 

―indispensible nation‖ (Canadian friends, you are not the 

problem), I do see some signs of progress which I think we 

can seize upon and develop: 

The ‗meme‘ of nonviolence edges more and more into 

public consciousness: Rachel Maddow urged the Egyptian 

protestors during the tough days before Mubarak‘s depar-

ture to take a leaf from the lunch counter sit-ins and stay 

‗peaceful.‘ I wouldn‘t say she characterized nonviolence 

all that well (more on this if you come to the panel Matt 

Meyer and I are organizing in Memphis), but hey, this 

was major public television telling the public that it exists 

and it ―works;‖ that‘s real progress. 

Not to mention the fact that young Egyptians, with some 

material aid from social media, called upon and received 

help from abroad with their struggle: did you notice the 

Otpor logo in Tahrir Square?  That‘s real progress.  For 

centuries, peace or protest movements have been caught 

flat-footed by every event, reinventing themselves (and 

the proverbial wheel) while war movements pore over 

military history for ―best practices‖ and get more effective 

(=worse) at every conflict. 

In a similar vein, Younes Arar and other organizers con-

vened a pan-Palestinian nonviolence conference in Beth-

lehem to pull together the various village campaigns that 

have in some cases made real headway against the 

―separation barrier‖ and other atrocities — this at a time 

when moral support became globally visible from the 

outside world in the form of the flotillas that have tried 

to break, or at least publicize, the blockade of Gaza.  You 

could doubtless add much more to this list. 

We have weekly conversations at Metta called our Hope 

Tank to get a handle on what exactly is wrong with the world 

we‘re living in and how these manifold developments could 

be pulled together into an unstoppable movement.  I won‘t 

say that we‘ve come up with a simple answer, but I think that 

we‘ve identified two things the progressive movement (not 

that it really is one yet) would need to fulfill its role: 

1) We need a coherent story to replace the unofficial, but all

-pervasive narrative about the meaning of life (or lack of 

same) that drives so man well-meaning people into ab-

surd and self-injuring positions (yes, the Tea Party).  We 

need to be able to explain to a wide public that we are 

not separate, material objects in a random universe. 

doomed to compete for scarce resources, but spiritual 

beings destined to discover our deep interconnection in a 

universe that exhibits everywhere, if  we but know how 

to look for it,  ―compassionate design.‖ 

2) We need a cohesive movement with a balanced structure 

consisting of three things: active nonviolent resistance 

(aka Satyagraha, or what I sometimes call ―obstructive 

program‖), what Gandhi called ―constructive pro-

gramme‖ — the capacity to build the world you want 

without waiting for it to come from above, and finally 

the ability to choose between them, to know when to do 

which without losing our momentum. 

I feel that the PJSA is well positioned to play some role in 

developing both these needs, and in time to make a real dif-

ference. 

Groucho Marx once said he would not want to belong to any 

organization that would accept him as a member.  As for me, 

I am proud to belong to an organization smart enough to 

rotate me out after two years.  Or at least out of its co-

chairmanship. 

And so, in the words of the Bhagavad Gita, ―Arise, mighty 

archer, and slay your foes‖ — ignorance, intolerance, and lack 

of funding for peace education. 

Yours in service, 

Michael N. Nagler 
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Information Age Publishing, www.infoagepub.com, has pro-

duced the following books on peace education themes edited 

by Edward J. Brantmeier, Jing Lin and Ian Harris: 

More than a Curriculum: Education for Peace and Devel-

opment (2011), By Johan Galtung, and S. P. Udayakumar 

Building a Peaceful Society: Creative Integration of Peace 

Education (2011), By Laura Finley 

Think, Care, Act: Teaching for a Peaceful Future (2011), By 

Susan Gelber Cannon 

Books, Not Bombs: Teaching Peace Since the Dawn of the 

Republic (2010), By Charles Howlett, and Ian Harris 

Spirituality, Religion, and Peace Education (2010), Edited 

by Edward J. Brantmeier, Jing Lin, and John P. Miller 

Encyclopedia of Peace Education (2008), Edited by Mon-

isha Bajaj 

For the People: A Documentary History of the Struggle for 

Peace and Justice in the United States (2008), By Charles 

Howlett and Robbie Lieberman 

Peace Education: Exploring Ethical and Philosophical 

Foundations (2008), By James Page 

Transforming Education for Peace (2008), Edited by Jing 

Lin, Edward J. Brantmeier, and Christa Bruhn 

Educating Toward a Culture of Peace (2006), Edited by 

Yaacov Iram 

***NEW MEDIA SPOTLIGHT*** 
 

“Peace Education Series” 

 

PEACE EDUCATION SERIES: CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS 

The editors of this series welcome manuscripts that address how 

peace education provides information about the roots of conflicts 

and strategies for peace. Peace education is an important part of 

peace-building, which helps avoid major conflicts by building a 

culture of peace through generating peaceful attitudes, dispositions, 

values, behaviors, action-orientations, and social structures. Books 

in this series will address how education can contribute to building 

a culture of peace by teaching: tolerance; diversity affirmation; 

common understanding; intercultural empathy; reconciliation; re-

newal; compassion; conflict management skills; and a variety of 

nonviolent, peace-building skills. The editors welcome studies from 

a wide variety of disciplines—curriculum theory, educational psy-

chology, history, philosophy, anthropology, and sociology of edu-

cation, teacher education, comparative and international education, 

critical theory, cultural studies, language education, feminist studies, 

religious studies, and environmental education. 

In our times, peace education efforts can be positive, integrative, 

restorative, generative, and transformative. In other words, rather 

than defining peace education in the negative such as education for 

the elimination of violence, peace education efforts can be under-

stood in the positive as creative, generative efforts that integrate 

knowledge and action, that integrate differences in ways that both 

honor diversity and establish common ground. Peace education 

works on bringing people together. This series on peace education 

hopes to illuminate the problems, challenges, and rewards associ-

ated with using educational means to diminish/eliminate and avoid 

conflicts. The editors welcome manuscripts about war and peace 

and other peace studies themes that exhibit a clear connection to 

teaching and learning for solutions to promoting harmony and to 

building a peaceful world.  

To submit your book proposal, contact Ed Brantmeier at        

brantmej@jmu.edu.  

mailto:brantmej@jmu.edu


Libraries, students, teachers, career counselors, parents, researchers, & activists need this inspiring resource. 

Continuously updated in real-time by hundreds of contributors – This is a comprehensive guide to peace studies and 
conflict resolution programs, centers, and institutes at colleges and universities worldwide. This fully-searchable data-
base profiles over 450 undergraduate, Master’s, and Doctoral programs, centers, and institutes in over 40 countries 
and 40 U.S. states. Entries describe the program’s philosophy and goals, examples of course offerings, key course re-
quirements, degrees and certificates offered, and complete contact information.  

Now available – An international list of journals in the field. The online edition of our comprehensive Global Directory 
is available by subscription, and features regularly updated entries and a fully searchable, easy-to-use database. We 
offer individual subscriptions, as well as “site license” options ranging from 5 to 100 simultaneous users per IP address! 

For more information on pricing and available options: www.peacejusticestudies.org/globaldirectory 

PJSA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CSOP 

We are delighted to announce a cross-

promotional partnership between the Canadian 

School of Peacebuilding (CSOP) and the Peace 

and Justice Studies Association (PJSA). The CSOP 

brings together local, national, and international 

practitioners and students of peace annually for 

intensive one-week courses on peacebuilding. Its 

goal is to serve peacebuilders around the world 

by bringing them together in a collaborative 

learning community, nurturing and equipping 

them for various forms of peace practice and ex-

posing them to some of the most significant, 

emerging ideas and teachers in the field. Under 

this agreement, CSOP will promote the PJSA 

through its extensive network, and the PJSA will 

be a sponsor of the annual peacebuilding pro-

gram. For more info: www.cmu.ca/csop. 

 

PJSA NOW WORKING WITH PEACEVOICE 

We are pleased to announce a newly for-

malized agreement with PeaceVoice, an ini-

tiative of the Oregon Peace Institute that is 

devoted to changing the larger conversation 

about peace and justice by offering articles 

and commentary by peace professionals to 

newspapers and 

online news or-

ganizations na-

tionwide. Under 

the agreement, 

PeaceVoice will 

grant priority to 

PJSA members 

in seeking to 

place appropri-

ate articles that 

are submitted 

for dissemina-

tion, and will 

conduct a Media Skills workshop at upcom-

ing PJSA conferences. For more info: 

www.peacevoice.info. 

 

http://www.cmu.ca/csop
http://www.peacevoice.info


Peace & Justice Studies Association 
Membership Form 

Please fill out this form and send it with a check made out to PJSA, to: 
PJSA, Prescott College, 220 Grove Ave., Prescott, AZ  86301 

Alternatively, you can sign up for membership on our website, at  
http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/membership 

(Check One) 

 
 

  Renewal 
 New Member Full Name ___________________________________________  

  Individual Member Institutional Affiliation ________________________________  
 Institutional Member Name of Institution ___________________________________  
  Designated Representative _____________________________  

  Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________  
    ___________________________________________________  
  Phone:  _______________________  Fax:  _____________________  
  Email:  ___________________________________________________  

Individual Membership: Levels include options with our journal, and without the journal.  (Check One) 

Institutional Membership:   PJSA is committed to the peace process and accordingly practices an equity of  
(Check One)  fee scales for membership, self-managed on the honor system. 

WITH JOURNAL WITHOUT JOURNAL 
 $40 Student  $20 Student 
 $70 Low Income/Retired  $50 Low Income/Retired 
 $100 Basic Member  $80 Basic Individual  

 $250 Sponsoring Member * includes journal 
 $2000 Lifetime Member (one-time fee) * includes journal 

 $150 Small Program/Low Income Organization (up to 3 userIDs, 6 listserv emails) 
 $275 Basic/Medium-sized Organization (up to 5 userIDs, 10 listserv emails) 
 $500 Large/Sponsoring Institution (up to 10 userIDs, 20 listserv emails) 
 $1500 Institutional Leader Membership (up to 20 userIDs, 40 listserv emails) 
 

Please refer to our website for more details about additional benefits at each level. 

Tax-deductible Contribution to PJSA: _______  TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED:  _______  
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE NOW ACCEPT PAYMENTS IN BOTH USD AND CAD 

Note: We frequently get requests for one-time use of our mailing list (usually from publishers of  
peace-related literature). If you do not want your name included on such a list, check here:  

(Check One) 

Contact Information 
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LIVING THER MOVEMENT: “The Hard Work...” 

The Hard Work of a Healthy Movement 

By Heidi Huse 

I hate exercise!  I enjoy the occasional hike in a beautiful set-

ting or dancing to upbeat music. But attending daily to my 

body‘s needs, by hitting the treadmill or lifting weights, or by 

forcing myself to head to the gym after work for the evening 

zumba class—instead of directly home to crash on the sofa w/ 

a comforting dose of junk food—is a constant struggle.  Some-

times the treadmill or zumba class wins; too often the sofa 

and Pringles win, even though I know that to best age grace-

fully and maintain energy, I must exercise.  When I do give in 

to the siren song of my sofa, or when I feel overwhelmed or 

tempted to give up, I also know I can‘t get down on myself 

because doing so is unproductive.  Rather, I need to encour-

age myself to get up, dust off the junk food crumbs, and con-

tinue moving forward. 

It‘s the same with a living, dynamic transformative movement.  

To be effective, to be sustained over time, that movement 

requires regular, consistent attention and exercise by those 

engaged in the effort.  It needs committed individuals to stay 

focused and to keep pressing forward, maintaining honest 

awareness of the weaknesses if not faults within the move-

ment, while building positive spirit and encouraging fellow 

members to resist the temptation of surrendering to defeat or 

despair.   Such focus becomes difficult in the face of what of-

ten seems insurmountable challenge, or when it seems like no 

progress is being made, when we forget that transformative 

movement is quite often long-term and inter-generational 

(especially difficult for us who live in an instant-results world). 

Just as I must fight 

my own physical 

inertia and make 

myself move—and 

sometimes that 

fight is more ex-

hausting than the 

actual physical 

exercise I‘m resist-

ing—it likewise 

seems that the 

peace and sustain-

ability movements 

of which I am a 

part are too often 

overwhelmed by 

varying degrees of 

inertia, particularly 

by the lack of ac-

tive participation of those who self-identify as fellow mem-

bers.  There‘s a saying that in any volunteer structure, 10 per-

cent of the people always end up doing 90 percent of the 

work.  And it sure seems that on my university campus, the 

arena where I ―think globally but act locally‖ on a day-to-day 

basis, the adage rings true. 

So, for example, it can be demoralizing when UTM Recycles! 

or the Institute for Civic Engagement shows a film like Gasland 

or Little Town of Bethlehem on campus, for no cost to stu-

dent or community attendees, and only 6 people show up.   

When the host organization‘s listserv or Facebook page re-

flects a voluntary membership of 10-20 times that number, 

when individuals regularly request inclusion but then never 

show up to future events, it can begin to feel like it‘s time to 

hit the sofa with the junk food and a good movie. 

Where are all those tens, hundreds, thousands of actively com-

mitted members needed to advocate, educate, motivate, 

move, transform the world around them?   We‘ve all heard 

their excuses:  ―I‘d love to be there but…that‘s a bad night, I 

have too much homework, I‘ve made other plans, my kids 

have a game; I just hate what‘s happening in Palestine, to 

children, to animals, in east Africa, but I just have too many 

other obligations right now; I meant to be there but it was 

such a busy day and I was exhausted; Here‘s a donation but 

I‘m just too busy to really be involved right now though I do 

support what YOU are doing….‖  I confess to hearing my 

own voice in their excuses not to get involved at times, just as 

I try to excuse myself from visiting the gym for a much needed 

workout. 

How do we keep a movement healthy when its own mem-

bers excuse themselves from the active commitment that 

movement demands even when it‘s difficult, inconvenient, or 

emotionally draining?  For myself, the answer lies with those 

few individuals who continue to hang in there and honor 

their commitment to transformative advocacy and action.  

Just like it‘s easier to get to the gym with a workout buddy, 

we find our strength in peace advocacy in those who help us 

keep the focus, with a positive outlook, and keep the move-

ment moving forward.  We can‘t allow those more inert 

among us to be our excuse for inactivity.  We further can‘t 

allow a naysaying, contentious, troubled, struggling world to 

bully or belittle us into defeat.  The voices we need to listen 

to are those who are plodding along with us, who may at 

times have to push us onward from behind.   We need each 

other‘s words of encouragement, laughter, tears, stories, and 

success to impel us forward together. 

We also will find strength in the lives and stories of the op-

pressed, endangered, or exploited.  Religious and Women‘s 

Studies scholar Sharon D. Welch has been one of my most 

significant teachers and motivators for my own involvement 

in transformative advocacy, even though I‘ve never met her.  

In her book A Feminist Ethic of Risk, she reminds us that those 

individuals and communities among us who are caught up in 

oppression, injustice, poverty, or violence don‘t have the lux-

ury of quitting or even hitting the sofa when they‘re tired.  

Such inertia is, she says, an option only for the privileged who 

alone have the freedom to take a break or walk away.  So in 

collaboration with those in the fire, I must work to keep the 

movement toward life-affirming transformation as healthy 

and dynamic as possible.  In the context of their lives, any 

excuse I might offer sounds quite hollow, as does any whining 

or cynicism I might be tempted to voice. 

Like personal health and well-being, movement membership is 

often not fun, can be challenging if not dangerous, is most 

often hard work, and requires my own ongoing education, 

self-reflection, and willingness to change.  But also as with 

physical exercise, the potentially transformative consequences 

of the hard work of social movement are boundless! 

Heidi Huse teaches at the University of Tennessee - Martin, 

and can be reached at: hhuse@utm.edu. 
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The Peace Movement Finds New Ways to Live 

By Burt Berlowe 

Whatever happened to the peace movement? 

I don‘t know how many times that question has been bandied 

about lately among the peace activists I hang out with. With 

two major wars ongoing and little evidence that our govern-

ment is willing to stop them, where are the big, loud anti-war 

rallies of previous years, -- why aren‘t people constantly flock-

ing to the streets to demand that the violence and domination 

end, that our troops come home and that the money to pay 

for the wars be directed to fix our lagging economy?   

The answers we give are speculative at best:  the movement is 

burned out and/or divided on policy and tactics, peace activ-

ists have joined other causes and campaigns, the powers-that-

be don‘t pay attention no matter what we do, etc.  All of 

these responses have some validity. But they may ignore a 

basic fact: the peace movement is  alive and well and living in 

a lots of different places.   

While there are still  peace groups of all sizes who conduct 

large anti-war marches and demonstrations on occasion (often 

on the dates of war anniversaries, for instance,) and smaller 

ones more frequently, the struggles to bring about a more 

peaceful world have shifted in several ways that could bring 

better results in the long run.  

For one thing, the movement no longer lives in isolation. It‘s 

leaders have learned the value of collaboration. Unlike the 

―old‖ days when war and peace were the only focus of move-

ment protests, those issues are now often combined with 

other relevant topics like jobs and the economy, torture, or 

government repression of activists. The result has been that 

instead of having various segmented movements competing 

for time and attention, these sub-movements are coming to-

gether into one powerful people‘s insurgency.   

 Shortly after 9/11, peace educator Rebecca Janke and I pub-

lished a book of true stories of ―compassionate rebels,‖ every-

day people who turned their anger at injustice into peaceful, 

creative, often out of the box actions that have changed the 

world around them. In the process, we came to believe that a 

compassionate rebel lives in everyone and can be a potent 

catalyst for positive social change. Literally, millions of people 

everywhere are doing compassionate rebel acts, sometimes 

alone, but often in groups. Their causes and purposes may 

differ but they all share the common bond of compassionate 

rebellion. 

Earlier this year, I published a sequel to that first book called 

The Compassionate Rebel Revolution: Ordinary People 

Changing the World, featuring some 60 stories of engaged 

citizens making a difference in peace and justice, civil and hu-

man rights, the environment, and democratic reform, among 

others.  It makes the argument that the compassionate rebel 

revolution is the largest and most diverse social change move-

ment in history because it includes people in all political and 

social movements as well as those working as individuals. The 

chapter called Peace Messengers includes the stories of people 

working for peace here and abroad as an integral part of the 

revolution.   

Soon after the book came about, a single act of defiance in 

Tunisia led to the populist uprising called Arab Spring, and in 

the U.S., grassroots protests 

around economic issues exploded 

in Wisconsin and across the coun-

try, as well as in London, Madrid 

and elsewhere, cries for peace 

mingling with pleas for justice and 

equality. Different causes, different 

people with compassionate rebel-

lion in common. An Arab activist 

put it best when he referenced the 

worker demonstrations in the U.S., 

saying ―we are all one.‖ 

By integrating into the larger social change revolution and by 

tying the quest for peace to economic justice, for example, the 

peace movement has enhanced its own power and chances 

for success. 

Even as many veteran peaceniks have become involved in 

other movements, they have increasingly realized the necessity 

to prepare coming generations to take their place. This has led 

to  a growing movement in peace education. Using the lessons 

of the past (and present), educators have followed Gandhi‘s 

credo that ―If you want to have real peace in the world you 

have to begin with the children.‖  They have begun teaching 

peacemaking skills to very young children along with develop-

ing peace and justice studies programs in colleges and universi-

ties, where students are learning about peace movements and 

activism and encouraged to integrate non-violence into their 

daily lives.   

As our contribution to this process, I have used the concept of 

storytelling as a way to bring about a more peaceful and civil 

society.  Featured rebels appear in person at my book events 

as role models to tell their stories and inspire audience mem-

bers to take action for the change they believe in.  I also en-

courage people to find and share their own stories and use 

them as catalysts for action.  As a way to get this message to 

younger audiences I am working with a peace studies profes-

sor at a Catholic university in St. Paul to develop a teacher‘s 

guide that will accompany The Compassionate Rebel Revolu-

tion as texts for high school and college classes. 

The answer to the question posed at the outset of this piece is 

obvious.  The peace movement still sometimes lives on the 

streets as it always has, but it is no longer homeless. It has, in 

fact, taken on many lives. It dwells in collaborations with 

other movements as part of the compassionate rebel revolu-

tion; in the lessons of history that are being used to build a 

more peaceful future; in literature and storytelling and conflict 

resolution training.  Most of all, it lives in the hearts of minds 

of peace messengers everywhere. Everyone can be a peace 

messenger.  It is about the way we live our lives as peaceful 

people and peacemakers and how we become an example for 

others, especially those who will follow in our footsteps.  In a 

manner of speaking, the peace movement has never gone 

away. It has instead found new ways to live and flourish.  

Burt Berlowe is an author, journalist, peace educator and so-

cial change activist in Minneapolis. His latest book The Com-

passionate Rebel Revolution: Ordinary People Changing the 

World is available for use in academic settings, along with a 

teacher‘s guide currently in progress. To learn more about the 

book or order a copy go to www.compassionaterebel.org or 

contact Burt directly at bberlowe@comcast.net. 

LIVING THE MOVEMENT: “Beyond the Streets” 
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CO-REVOLUTIONARY THEORY BECOMES PRACTICE  

By Harry Targ 

A while ago I wrote about David Harvey‘s ―co-revolutionary 

theory‖ of change. In this theory Harvey argues that anti-

capitalist movements today must address ―mental concep-

tions;‖ uses and abuses of nature; how to build real communi-

ties; workers relations to bosses; exploitation, oppression, and 

racism; and the relations between capital and the state. While 

a tall order, the co-revolutionary theory suggests the breadth 

of struggles that need to be embraced to bring about real 

revolution. 

Harvey‘s work mirrors many analysts who address the deep-

ening crises of capitalism and the spread of human misery eve-

rywhere. It is increas-

ingly clear to vast ma-

jorities of people, de-

spite media mystifica-

tion, that the primary 

engine of destruction is 

global finance capital-

ism and political institu-

tions that have increas-

ingly become its instru-

mentality. Harvey‘s 

work parallels the in-

sights of Naomi Klein, 

Joseph Stiglitz, Robert 

Reich, Noam Chomsky, and a broad array of economists, his-

torians, trade unionists, peace and justice activists and thou-

sands of bloggers and Facebook commentators. 

Of course, these theorists could not have known the ways in 

which the connections between the co-revolutionary theory 

and practice would unfold. Most agreed that we are living 

through a global economic crisis in which wealth and power is 

increasingly concentrated in fewer and fewer hands (perhaps a 

global ruling class), and human misery, from joblessness, to 

hunger, to disease, to environmental devastation is spreading. 

But history has shown that such misery can survive for long 

periods of time only with little active resistance. Even though 

activists in labor, in communities of color, in anti-colonial/anti-

neo-colonial settings are always organizing, their campaigns 

usually create little traction. Not so in 2011. Tunisians rose up 

against their oppressive government, Larger mobilizations 

occurred in Egypt. Protests spread to Yemen, Algeria, Oman, 

Bahrain, and Libya. 

Assuming that working people, youth, women, and various 

professional groups would remain quiescent in the United 

States, right wing politicians saw the opportunity to radically 

transform American society by destroying public institutions 

and thereby shifting qualitatively more wealth from the ma-

jority to the minority. In Wisconsin, and later in Ohio, Indi-

ana, and around the country a broad array of people began 

to publicly say ―no,‖ ―enough is enough.‖ 

The resistance in the Middle East has been about jobs, redistri-

bution of wealth, limiting foreign financial penetration, and 

democracy. In the United States the issues are even more var-

ied: the right of workers to collectively bargain, opposition to 

so-called Right-To-Work laws, beating back challenges to pub-

lic education, raising demands for free access to health care 

including the defense of reproductive health care, and greater, 

not less, provision of jobs, livable wages, and retirement bene-

fits. 

Where do we go from here? I think ―co-revolutionary theory‖ 

would answer ―everywhere‖. Marxists are right to see the lives 

of people as anchored in their ability to produce and repro-

duce themselves, their families, and their communities. The 

right to a job at a living wage remains central to all the fer-

ment. But in the twenty-first century this basic motivator for 

consciousness and action is more comprehensively and inti-

mately connected to trade unions, education, health care, 

sustainable environments, opposition to racism and sexism, 

and peace. So all these motivations are part of the same strug-

gle. 

It is fascinating to observe that the reaction to economic ruling 

class and political elite efforts to turn back the clock on re-

forms gained over the last 75 years have sparked resistance 

and mobilization from across a whole array of movements 

and campaigns. And activists are beginning to make the con-

nections between the struggles. 

It is way too early to tell whether this round of ferment will 

lead to some victories for the people, even reformist ones. But 

as Harvey suggests, ―An anti-capitalist political movement can 

start anywhere….The trick is to keep the political movement 

moving from one moment to another in mutually reinforcing 

ways.‖  

Harry Targ teaches foreign policy, US/Latin American rela-

tions, international political economy, and topics on labor 

studies in a Department of Political Science and a program in 

Peace Studies. He is a member of the Committees of Corre-

spondence for Democracy and Socialism (CCDS), the North-

west Central Labor Council (AFL-CIO), and the Lafayette Area 

Peace Coalition (LAPC). He regularly blogs at: 

www.heartlandradical.blogspot.com. 

 

LIVING THE MOVEMENT: “Co-Revolution” 
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LIVING THE MOVEMENT: “Peace-In! ” 

Educators: It‘s Time to Peace-In! 

By Laura Finley, K-12 Education Liaison  

Peace-Out: a slang term used when telling someone goodbye. 

Peace-In: A day-long ―hello‖ to understanding and making 

peace in all its forms. 

It‘s okay to peace-out sometimes. Busy people, and certainly 

that includes K-12 educators, need some time to check out, to 

say goodbye to the day‘s craziness. 

But there are other times when it is critical to peace-in—to 

completely immerse yourself and your students in peace and 

all that it entails. The International Day of Peace, celebrated 

September 21, is one of these days, a key marker established 

by the United Nations as a time of reflection and action that 

prioritizes peace. A Peace-In is a collaborative effort involving 

educators, students and the community. It is a day-long cele-

bration of learning and action to make peace—in your own 

life, in your school, in the community, and eventually in the 

world. My goal here is to plant the seeds for next year: to 

encourage you to participate in an existing peace-in, or to 

provide you with the tools to host your own. 

Barry University, a Catholic, Liberal Arts school, hosted a 

Peace-In on September 21, 2011. The idea came to me when I 

had some friends who are Midwives speak in a class and one 

of them used the slogan, ―Peace on earth begins with birth.‖ 

My sociology students were very moved by both the presen-

tation and that quote. We began a discussion of the ways 

peace is both a micro (inner peace) and macro (from commu-

nity to world) affair, and that it would be great to highlight 

these many facets during an event. Hence was born the con-

cept of the Peace-In! 

From its conceptual birth, we began outlining the structure of 

the day and the kinds of topics that might be included in a 

day of workshops about peace. We determined that it would 

be best for us to run 50 minute workshops, as that the is the 

general length of classes at our university on the day of the 

event and we are hopeful entire classes might attend for seg-

ments. After that we created the list of topics, which is pro-

vided below, and began to reach out to community members 

as potential presenters. We wanted the day to be engaging 

and to involve discussion, activities, and actual action on so-

cial justice issues. So, we solicited people we knew who were 

professors, activists, social service providers, and others. We 

took advantage of the timing in being able to integrate two 

documentary filmmakers from Sri Lanka who will talk about 

their peace-building work. 

We knew it would be critical to feed people lunch and dinner 

as a means of encouraging attendance and retention. So, we 

solicited funding support from Amnesty International, of 

which I am a member, and the Student Government Associa-

tion. As another incentive to attend, we purchased raffle tick-

ets and small raffle prizes to be drawn at the end of each ses-

sion. 

In order to provide more opportunity for attendees to get 

involved, we asked local groups and organizations doing 

work related to peace, social justice, and human rights to table 

at the event and to include, wherever possible, actual activities 

at their table. Amnesty International will be collecting signa-

tures on key campaign initiatives, for instance. 

Finally, we knew the day would be somewhat intense, so we 

built in some moments of levity. We are coordinating a peace 

fashion show, showcasing the work of local designer and do-

mestic violence advocate Somy Ali (www.so-medesigns.com) 

and have someone teaching how to fold origami cranes. 

In order to encourage attendees, we first asked a friend who is 

a graphic artist to create a logo. Her logo is featured here and 

was used on all marketing materials. We then utilized the uni-

versity‘s website, social networking sites, email, and hard copy 

flyers to spread the word. 

Although I would have loved to have every reader attend my 

Peace-In, the real goal is to enable you to coordinate your 

own, either at your school or in your community. The re-

sponse to this idea and the eagerness of people to get in-

volved has been truly amazing.  Your Peace-In could be dur-

ing the school day only, in the evening, or on a weekend. It 

can include PTA members and other parent volunteers. It can 

and should include the sessions your community would find 

most beneficial. In all, the Peace-In concept can be shaped to 

suit your needs and fit your requirements. 

And now I peace out! 

Laura L. Finley, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of Sociology and 

Criminology at Barry University. She is the author or co-

author of eight books, with two to be published in fall 2011, 

and her work has also been published in numerous peer-

reviewed journals. She currently serves as co-chair of the South 

Florida Diversity Alliance and on the boards of No More 

Tears, Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, and 

UN Women East Florida Chapter. Dr. Finley also serves on the 

board of Amnesty International USA and is K-12 Educational 

Liaison for the Peace and Justice Studies Association.  

http://www.so-medesigns.com
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Review: ―From War to Peace‖ 

Carving a line of sight backward and 

forward to peace...  

Review: Shifferd, Kent D. (2011). From 

war to peace: A guide to the next hun-

dred years. Jefferson, NC: McFarland. 

Disclaimer: Kent Shifferd is my primary 

mentor in Peace Studies. When I was a 

community organizer on back in the 

day I attended a gathering he organ-

ized. By the end of the event, I was so 

impressed I rearranged my life, moved 

to his college town, and obtained my 

Peace Studies degree from his program. 

His holistic and clear intellectual depth 

of knowledge, coupled with an uncanny 

ability to explain complex systems with 

case-cracking clarity, changed my life. I 

learned how to be a better community 

organizer, how to approach scholarship, 

and how to explain myself to students. 

This new book from McFarland does all 

that for all of us. Shifferd, a historian, 

looks at how our war system came into 

existence, what the consequences of 

that system have been and are today, 

and what it takes to transform that sys-

tem into a peace system. It is the single 

clearest document on the topic that I've 

read in the past 30 years, and the most 

realistic. 

First, he describes war, and traces its 

history from ancient times to now, not-

ing trends and helping us see the trajec-

tory of mounting failure, if by that we 

mean loss of life, loss of treasure, loss of 

ecological purity and even sustainability, 

loss of territory and influence, and de-

struction of relationships. The reader is 

reeling by the conclusion of this section, 

the first half of the 202-page book, 

shocked at the darkening and narrowing 

vision of the future with war wrapping 

shut like the closing blades of a camera's 

iris diaphragm. 

Then Shifferd opens the vista for the 

student of peace steadily throughout the 

second half of the book, giving us rea-

son upon reason for hope as he chroni-

cles the extent to which civil society, 

more and more governments, and our 

recent supranational and transnational 

institutions are steadily building capacity 

and experience toward a phase change 

for humankind. 

Following his inspiring conclusion, the 

appendices offer more, especially his 

first appendix, which is a briefly anno-

tated list of 

23 trends 

t o w a r d 

peace that 

show the 

s y n t h e s i s 

and direc-

tion easy 

to miss in 

our world 

of over-

load and 

staggering 

minutia. 

S h i f f e r d 

b e l i e v e s 

this transformation of a hundred years is 

well underway. 

Upon reflection, I can only recommend 

that more of us read this book and 

share it with others to accelerate that 

process before the zombie of war drags 

humankind into its permanent dystopia. 

Tom Hastings, Portland State University 

 

Dear fellow PJSA members,  

I'm writing to draw your attention to a book that has just 

been released this January, entitled Beyond Forgiveness: 

Reflections on Atonement. Any of you who are teaching 

courses on or exploring the themes of reconciliation, for-

giveness and atonement 

may find the book of use. 

I highly recommend the 

book as personal reading, 

as well. I was touched, 

educated, and inspired by 

the book, not only re-

garding its usefulness in 

peace education, but its 

usefulness to me as a hu-

man being wanting to 

keep my life and relation-

ships in balance. I hope 

you'll check it out and 

enjoy it. 

Edited by Phil Cousineau, 

Joseph Campbell's protege and an acclaimed author in his 

own right, the book contains fifteen varied essays on for-

giveness and atonement from a number of well-known 

authors from different religious and cultural backgrounds, 

and offers a holistic overview of the theme of atonement 

from the personal to the political. Included are a fore-

word by Huston Smith and essays by Arun Gandhi, Jacob 

Needleman, Michael Lerner, Michael Bernard Beckwith, 

and others, including the PJSA board's own Michael 

Nagler and Stephanie Van Hook.  

More information about the book is available at its com-

panion website (which is the part of the project that I 

worked on and therefore my entry point), at 

www.beyondforgiveness.org. 

The link to the book info is: reflectionsonatonement.com/

book/. There you can find links to buy, a link to the study 

guide, and an opportunity to request an instructors‘ 

evaluation copy of the book. 

The book really is beautiful, and I imagine it would be a 

very nice reader for a course, as I mentioned before. Also, 

I would love to hear comments or suggestions for im-

provements we can make to the website. It's a work in 

progress, a story-sharing site with several nice resources. 

Please have a look at it, share a story if you like, and feel 

free to let me know if you have any comments or recom-

mendations. 

All the best, 

Shannon Wills, PJSA Treasurer (outgoing) 

Writing from Berkeley, CA 
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Another Shot at a Basic Peace Studies Canon: Part 3 of 3 

Please see Part 1 (Peace Chronicle, Winter 2011) for defi-

nitions and disclaimers, and feel free to suggest addi-

tional titles or argue with my choices. 

RELIGION AND RELIGIONS 

Appleby, R. Scott.  The ambivalence of the sacred: religion, violence, and reconciliation. 
Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2000. 

Brockopp, Jonathan E.  Ed.  Islamic ethics of life:  abortion, war and euthanasia.  Columbia, 
SC:  University of South Carolina Press, 2003. 

Coward, Howard and Gordon S. Smith.  eds.  Relgion and peacebuilding.   Albany, NY:  State 
University of New York Press, 2004 [collection]. 

Easwaran, Eknath.  Nonviolent soldier of Islam:  Badsha Khan, a man to match his moun-
tains.  2nd ed.  Tomales, CA:  Nilgiri Press, 1999. 

Glassman, Bernard (Bernard Tetsugen).  Bearing witness:  a Zen master’s lessons in making 
peace.   New York:  Bell Tower, 1998. 

Gopin, Marc.  Between Eden and armageddon:  the future of world religions, violence, and 
peacemaking.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2000. 

------.  Holy war, holy peace: how religion can bring peace to the Middle East.  New 
York:  Oxford University Press, 2002. 

Gordon, Haim and Leonard Grob.  eds.  Education for peace: testimonies from world relig-
ions.  (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 1987) [collection]. 

Hertog, Katrien.  The complex reality of religious peacebuilding.  (Lanham, MD:  Lexington 
Books, 2010) 

Juergensmeyer, Mark.  Terror in the mind of God:  the global rise of religious vio-
lence.  Berkeley, CA:   University of California Press, 2003. 

Mohammed Abu-Nimer.  Nonviolence and peace building in Islam: theory and prac-
tice.  Gainesville, FL:  University Press of Florida, 2008. 

Nelson-Pallmeyer, Jack.  Is religion killing us?  violence in the Bible and the Quran.  Harris-
burg, PA:  Trinity Press International, 2003. 

Nhat Hanh, Thích and Rachel Neumann.  Being Peace.  Berkeley, CA:  Parallax Press , 2005. 

Rynne, Terrence J.  Gandhi and Jesus:   the saving power of nonviolence.  Maryknoll, NY:  
Orbis Books, 2008. 

Smith, David Whitten and Elizabeth Geraldine Burr.  Understanding world religions:  a road 
map for justice and peace.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 
2007. 

Smock, David A.  ed.  Interfaith dialogue and peacebuilding.  Washington, DC:  United States 
Institute of Peace, 2002 [collection].  

Stern, Jessica.  Terror in the name of God:  why religious militants kill.  New York:  Harper-
Collins, 2003. 

RELIGION AND RELIGIONS – CHRISTIANITY 

Bainton, Roland Herbert.  Christian attitudes toward war and peace; a historical survey and 
critical re-evaluation.  Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 1960 [older, classic 
survey]. 

Cejka, Mary Ann and Tomás Bamat.  Artisans of peace:  grassroots peacemaking among 
Christian communities.  Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2003 [collection]. 

Douglass, James W.  The non-violent cross:  a theology of revolution and peace.  New York:  
Macmillan, 1968. 

Enns, Fernando and Scott Holland.  Seeking cultures of peace:  a peace church conversa-
tion.  Scottdale, PA:  Herald Press, 2004 [collection]. 

Fahey, Joseph.  War and the Christian conscience:  where do you stand?  Maryknoll, 
NY:  Orbis Books, 2005. 

Hauerwas, Stanley.  The Hauerwas reader.  ed. by John Berkman and Michael Cartwright. 
Durham, NC:  Duke University Press, 2001. 

------.  The peaceable kingdom: a primer in Christian ethics.  Notre Dame, IN:  University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1983. 

Hauerwas, Stanley and Jean Vanier.  Living gently in a violent world:  the prophetic witness 
of weakness.  Downers Grove,  IL:  InterVarsity Press, 2008. 

Hershberger, Guy Franklin.  War, peace & nonresistance.  3rd ed.  Scottdale, PA:  Herald 
Press, 1969. 

Leiter, David A.  Neglected voices:  peace in the Old Testament.  Scottdale, PA:  Herald 
Press, 2007. 

Macgregor, G. H. C.  The New testament basis of pacifism and the relevance of an impossi-
ble ideal.  Nyack, NY:  Fellowship Publications, 1960. 

Massaro, Thomas and Thomas A. Shannon.  Catholic perspectives on peace and war.  
Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2003. 

Sider, E. Morris and Luke Keefer, Jr.  eds.  A peace reader.  Nappanee, IN:  Evangel Press, 
2002 [collection]. 

Wink, Walter.  Engaging the powers:  discernment and resistance in a world of domination.  
Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 1992 [The Powers, v. 3]. 

------.  Naming the powers:  the language of power in the New Testament.   Philadelphia:  
Fortress Press, 1984 [The Powers, v. 1]. 

------.  Unmasking the powers:  the invisible forces that determine human existence.  Phila-
delphia:  Fortress Press, 1986 [The Powers, v. 2]. 

------.  Jesus and nonviolence:  a third way.   Minneapolis:  Fortress, 2003. 

Yoder, John Howard.  Christian attitudes to war, peace, and revolution.  ed. by Theodore J. 
Koontz and Andy Alexis-Baker.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Brazos Press, 2009 
[collected essays published posthumously]. 

------. The politics of Jesus:  vicit agnus noster.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 1994. 

RELIGION AND RELIGIONS – CHRISTIANITY – JUST WAR 

Bell, Daniel M.  Just war as Christian discipleship.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Brazos Press, 2009. 

Cady, Duane L.  From warism to pacifism:  a moral continuum.  Philadelphia:  Temple 
University Press, 1989. 

Cahill, Lisa Sowle.  Love your enemies:  discipleship, pacifism, and just war theory.  Minnea-
polis, MN:  Fortress Press, 1994. 

Kleiderer, John, Paula Minaert, and Mark Mossa.  eds.  Just war, lasting peace:  what Chris-
tian traditions can teach us.  Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2006 [collection]. 

Yoder, John Howard.  When war is just:  being honest in just-war thinking.  Maryknoll, NY:  
Orbis Books, 1996. 

THE THOREAU-TOLSTOY-GANDHI-KING-TUTU HERITAGE  

Gandhi, Mahatma and Fischer, Louis.  The essential Gandhi:  an anthology of his writings on 
his life, work and ideas.  New York: Vintage Books, 2002. 

Gandhi, Mahatma.  An autobiography: the story of my experiments with truth.  
Boston:  Beacon Press, 1968. 

King, Martin Luther, Jr.  A Testament of hope:  the essential writings and speeches of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., ed. by James Melvin Washington.  San Francisco:  Harper San 
Francisco, 1991.  [collection -- includes, Stride toward freedom, Strength to 
love, Where do we go from here:  chaos or community? and Trumpet of con-
science.] 

Thoreau, Henry David.  Walden and [the duty of] civil disobedience.  New York:  Penguin 
Books, 1983. 

Tolstoy, Leo.  The kingdom of God Is within you.  [Several editions are available often 
combined with other essays.] 

Tutu, Desmond and Naomi Tutu.  The words of Desmond Tutu.  New York:  Newmarket 
Press, 1989. 

Tutu, Desmond.  No future without forgiveness.  New York:  Doubleday, 1999. 

OTHER LISTS OF RECOMMENDED TITLES 

Berghof Conflict Research.  The librarian’s pick: essentials for practitioners. http://
www.berghof-conflictresearch.org/documents/misc/lit_top100.pdf 

Crews,  Robin.  The one best book in peace education.  Peace Studies Association.  http://
www.peacejusticestudies.org/resources/blogcomments.php?qwerty=73  

 

J. Douglas Archer  

Reference and Peace Studies Librarian, University of Notre Dame  

archer.1@nd.edu 

Archer‘s Arrows: Pointing You Toward the Right Sources! 
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FACULTY, PEACE/CONFLICT STUDIES 

Colgate University — Colgate, NY 

The Peace and Conflict Studies Program 

at Colgate University invites applications 

for a tenure-stream position in Peace and 

Conflict Studies at the rank of assistant 

professor, to begin Fall 2012. We seek a 

person with field-based research focusing 

on the intersection of international hu-

man rights, human security, and contem-

porary conflicts. We seek applications 

from candidates in anthropology, geogra-

phy or a relevant interdisciplinary field; 

we will consider applications from schol-

ars in history, sociology, area studies, 

comparative politics and international 

political economy with appropriate field-

based research. The successful candidate 

will combine sophisticated methodologi-

cal and theoretical approaches with a 

record of scholarship on violent conflict 

and competing rights claims, including 

normative human rights initiatives such as 

Responsibility to Protect (R2P) or other 

rights frameworks (socio-cultural, eco-

nomic, indigenous, land or resource 

rights, etc.). The person we hire will 

teach courses at all levels in the Program, 

including regular sections of the required 

course ―Practices of Peace and Conflict,‖ 

and will be expected to contribute to 

Colgate‘s Liberal Arts Core Curriculum. 

Further information about the Peace and 

Conflict Studies Program can be found at 

http://www.colgate.edu/academics/

d e p a r t m e n t s /

peaceandconflictstudies.html. 

Review of applications will begin on 25 

October and continue until the position 

is filled. On-campus interviews are ex-

pected to take place in mid-December 

2011. A letter of application, CV, three 

references, and one writing sample of less 

than 30 pages must be submitted through 

https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/

jobs/997. Sample syllabi are welcome. 

 

TENURE-TRACK: ARTS AND SCIENCES, 

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

University of Washington Tacoma — 

Tacoma, WA 

The University of Washington Tacoma 

invites applications for a full time tenure-

track Assistant Professor in Interdiscipli-

nary Arts and Sciences (IAS) with teach-

ing/ research interests in International 

Studies. The position primarily contrib-

utes to an interdisciplinary major in Poli-

tics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) but 

also contributes to other interdisciplinary 

majors at UWT. The successful candidate 

will be broadly trained in international 

affairs, political science, geography, or 

related field.  She/he will be expected to 

develop and teach a range of classes, 

including American foreign policy and a 

regional specialty in the Middle East, 

North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, or 

Europe. Experience and interest in teach-

ing international development and/or 

gender politics in international relations 

are a plus. The position begins September 

16, 2012, requires an earned doctorate at 

the time of appointment, and is contin-

gent on funding. In exceptional cases 

candidates who are ABD may be ap-

pointed on an acting basis. For more 

information, contact Michael Forman: 

forman@u.washington.edu.  

 

FACULTY, GENDER/PEACE STUDIES 

University of Notre Dame — Notre 

Dame, IN 

The Kroc Institute for International Peace 

Studies at the University of Notre Dame 

invites applications for a faculty position 

in Peace Studies. Rank and discipline are 

open; the appointment will be made in 

partnership with the appropriate depart-

ment. The ideal candidate would possess 

expertise in gender and/or feminist ap-

proaches to central questions in peace 

and conflict research, and in strategic 

peacebuilding. 

Research specialties might include: 1) the 

differential effects of violent conflict on 

gender roles and identities; 2) the influ-

ence of gender on peace processes and 

conceptions of sustainable peace; 3) an-

thropological, historical, sociological and/

or theological approaches to gender, 

peace activism and social movements. 

While not necessary, experience in field 

research and/or peacebuilding practice, 

and the willingness to engage students in 

such activities, would be an additional 

asset for candidates for this position. 

Full professor candidates must have a 

sustained record of excellence in research 

and teaching. Associate professor candi-

dates must show a level of excellence in 

research and teaching that would soon 

merit promotion to full professor. Assis-

tant professor candidates must show 

promise of steady progress toward ten-

ure. Consideration of applications will 

commence October 15, 2011 and con-

tinue until the position is filled. For infor-

mation on the Kroc Institute, see:http://

kroc.nd.edu/. 

 FACULTY, PEACE AND JUSTICE 

Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

The program in Peace and Justice Studies 

at Wellesley College is seeking out-

standing candidates for a tenure-track 

position at the assistant professor level, 

with expertise in conflict resolution and 

in gender-based approaches to questions 

of peace and justice. Qualifications in-

clude: doctorate in hand; significant pub-

lished work; significant teaching experi-

ence. The successful candidate‘s annual 

four-course teaching program will include 

sections of our introductory course, a 

mid-level course in conflict resolution, 

and upper-level courses on specific topics 

related to the candidate‘s research.   

Applications should include a cover letter 

addressed to Professor Lawrence Rosen-

wald, a vita, a graduate school transcript, 

examples of research, a statement about 

the candidate‘s teaching experience, 

teaching evaluations (if available), and 

names and email addresses of three refer-

ences. Materials should be submitted 

through our online application system at 

https://career.wellesley.edu. If circum-

stances make it impossible to submit any 

materials through our application site, 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  u s  a t  w o r k -

ing@wellesley.edu. The deadline for 

receipt of all application materials is Oc-

tober 31, 2011. 

 

JOB AND INTERNSHIP LISTINGS: ON-

GOING RESOURCES  

Organization: The Kroc Institute for Int‘l 

Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame  

Description: Comprehensive list of web-

sites and resources for openings in peace 

studies, conflict resolution, international 

affairs, public policy, human rights, inter-

national development, NGOs, the UN, 

and other international organizations. 

Website: http://kroc.nd.edu/alumni/

career-resources/jobs 

Organization: Fresno Pacific University, 

Center for Peacemaking/Conflict Studies 

Description: Up-to-date, well-maintained 

listing of jobs and opportunities in fields 

such as mediation, peacebuilding, restora-

tive justice, and conflict resolution. 

Website:  http://peace.fresno.edu/

rjjobs.php 

Organization: American University, 

School of International Service  

Description: Listing of jobs and intern-

ships in peace and conflict resolution. 

Website: www.aupeace.org/jobs 

Job Board 

http://www.colgate.edu/academics/departments/peaceandconflictstudies.html
http://www.colgate.edu/academics/departments/peaceandconflictstudies.html
http://www.colgate.edu/academics/departments/peaceandconflictstudies.html
https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/997
https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/997
http://kroc.nd.edu/
http://kroc.nd.edu/
https://career.wellesley.edu/
mailto:working@wellesley.edu
mailto:working@wellesley.edu
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Notices and Resources 

The Global Directory - New Services and Lower Price 

We are pleased to announce new lower prices for our com-

prehensive Global Directory of Peace Studies and Conflict 

Resolution Programs. We are now making available for the 

first time an option to purchase a site license for use in places 

including libraries, centers, and academic programs. Visit the 

GD page on the PJSA website for more information on these 

exciting new developments.  

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Visit the New PJSA Blog  

Our members -- hundreds of leading peace scholars, activists, 

and educators -- share their commentaries and views on the 

pressing issues of our time. Only members can post, but the 

blog is open for public viewing. To stay up-to-date, use our 

RSS feed; for news from the world of peace and justice, check 

out the blogroll. Happy blogging!  

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Call for Papers: Resistance Studies Magazine 

The Resistance Studies Magazine is a peer-reviewed, on-line, 

and open-access magazine for the studies of resistance and 

social change (http://rsmag.org/). We are back after a break 

and will have a relaunch this fall. We will continue to be a 

peer-reviewed journal and we have an expanded editorial 

board. After a first selection by the editor all articles we want 

to include will be sent anonymous to at least two reviewers 

for comments and advise. We will consider: theoretical and 

empirical articles on power, resistance and social change; re-

views of scholarly articles and books.  

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Help Build a Nonviolence Blog 

Waging Nonviolence is a new blog that publishes original, 

daily commentary and analysis on nonviolent actions and 

campaigns around the world. It is growing and needs your 

help. Please consider writing for the site, as more than 30 aca-

demics, journalists, and activists already have. The website 

could also make a useful addition to the syllabus for your class 

on peace studies, nonviolence, or any related subject. For 

more info, visit www.wagingnonviolence.org. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Peace Research Journal Seeks Reviewers 

The journal ‗Peace Research‘ is looking for peace and conflict 

scholars to serve as book reviewers. If interested, please con-

tact the Editors at: peaceresearch@uwinnipeg.ca. More info: 

www.peaceresearch.ca. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

National Peace Essay Contest 

The U.S. Institute of Peace announces the National Peace Essay 

Contest question for 2011-2012: ―The Impact of New Media 

on Peacebuilding and Conflict Management.‖ Contest dead-

line is February 1, 2012. Information on the contest, which is 

designed for high school students, can be found at: 

www.usip.org/academy/national-peace-essay-contest-high-

school-students/2011-2012-contest.  

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

New Journal on Peace and Conflict Issues 

A new source of scholarly information and an outlet for your 

own writings on peace now exists in the ―Journal of Aggres-

sion, Conflict, and Peace Research,‖ now in its second year of 

publication. The editors are dedicated to including articles 

dealing with peace, ideally at least one such article in each 

issue. More details about the journal, including the mission, 

editorial board, and guidelines for authors at: 

www.pierprofessional.com/jacprflyer.  

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Peace Glossary Now Available Online 

Announcing the publishing of ―Peace Terms, a Glossary of 

Terms for Conflict Management and Peacebuilding,‖ devel-

oped by USIP staff.  Peace Terms can be accessed at http://

glossary.usip.org. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

New Blog Launched: ―Conflict and Collaboration‖ 

The Program for the Advancement of Research on Conflict 

and Collaboration (PARCC) at the Maxwell School of Syracuse 

University has recently launched a new blog, entitled "Conflict 

and  C o l l ab o r a t i o n . "  V i s i t  u s  a t :  h t t p : / /

conflictandcollaboration.wordpress.com/about. Entries or 

comments can be sent to PARCC Director, Catherine Gerard at 

cgerard@maxwell.syr.edu. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Visiting Research Fellowships 

The Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the Uni-

versity of Notre Dame invites applications for Visiting Re-

search Fellowships. The Institute seeks to bring outstanding 

scholars focused on peace research to the University of Notre 

Dame for all or part of the 2012-2013 academic year.  Fellows 

conduct research related to an existing Institute initiatives 

while fully participating in the life of the Institute.  For the 

2012-13 academic year, the Institute particularly seeks applica-

tions for research focusing on peace processes; religion, con-

flict and peacebuilding; countering political repression and 

violence; international norms and institutions; and peace 

methods and measurement. Junior fellows receive a stipend of 

$25,000 per semester; senior fellows receive $30,000 per 

semester. Housing is provided in furnished Institute apartments 

at no cost. Fellows have library and internet access, and docu-

ment retrieval services. Applications for residence in 2012-

2013 should be submitted by December 15, 2011. For further 

information, please consult our website, kroc.nd.edu. 

 

http://kroc.nd.edu
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D istributed three times a year to members and friends of PJSA, this 

newsletter is a very cost effective way to reach a dedicated audience.  

Cost of advertising is $100 for a quarter-page, $200 for a half-page, 

and $300 for a full page. Exchange offers will be considered as well. 

To inquire about specs, or to place an ad, please contact us at: 
info@peacejusticestudies.org 

Want to advertise in 

ThePeaceChronicle? 

THE LATE ADDITION: GEARING UP TO PROTEST THE NATO/G8 MEETINGS 

Friends and colleagues, 

I am writing to report on an important day-long meeting that took 

place in Chicago today (August 28th) that I think might be of interest 

to PJSA members. It was the ―NATO/G8 Protest Organizing Meet-

ing,‖ the first public meeting to begin planning a response to the 

joint NATO/G8 meeting that is schedule to take place in Chicago 

next March 15-19. 

About 140 people attended, half from the local area and another 70 

or so from across the country, many coming from New England 

(building on the work of the United National Anti-war Coalition 

(UNAC) which grew out of a major peace meeting in Albany NY last 

year at which 800 people were present). Conference calls have been 

taking place between UNAC and local organizes for about 6 months 

and produced the meeting today. 

Energy was very high and many national organizations were repre-

sented (e.g. Code Pink, FOR, Voices for Creative Non-Violence, Gay 

Liberation Network, Mobilization for Peace, Jobs and Justice, 

etc.). Especially interesting were presentations by those involved in 

organizing protests of other major meetings: an organizer whose 

home was raided by the FBI just before the protests around the Re-

publican National Convention in St. Paul in 2008; an organizer of 

the 2009 G20 protests; and another organizer of the Toronto 2010 

G8 protests. They discussed lessons learned for those events. Com-

mittees were set up today to handle different parts of the work. 

Parade and other permits were already requested a couple of months 

ago but likely no response will be given until after Jan. 1. The organ-

izers are aiming for permission to hold legal protests, but understand 

that this too might become a site of struggle and are prepared. 

The importance of mounting a big protest was brought home by 

several participants who hail from other countries - who spoke elo-

quently about how the agenda of both NATO and the G8 negatively 

impact almost every region of the planet, perpetuating or exacerbat-

ing violence and poverty. The same message was powerfully ad-

dressed by local activists in Chicago who are fighting against home 

foreclosures and evictions, poverty and racism in all forms, the need 

for prison reform, in defense of labor rights and against anti-Islamic 

sentiment. They all saw the neoliberal economic policies perpetuated 

by the thinking that guides the G8, and the violent worldview that 

drives NATO as a central causal factor in producing and/or exacer-

bating these negative conditions, either directly or by misdirecting 

resources into violent activity that could be better used if they were 

directly focused on alleviating human suffering. They argued the 

same conditions prevail here in the US that are causing people to 

speak out and take action across the world - not only across the Arab 

world and in Greece and Spain, but more recently in Israel and Chile. 

These same conditions underlie the riots in the UK. 

They reminded us that if we truly understand solidarity it is our obli-

gation to protest this meeting, even as those located elsewhere pro-

test the same bad policies in their own contexts.  We need a global 

response to these common global problems and causalities. To put it 

the way Michael Nagler did in a recent Metta Center webinar, para-

phrasing Gandhi, we need a program of obstruction to block the 

worst of the worst injustices, even as we plan a constructive program 

that allows us to build another possible future. The days of protest 

will be the obstructionist part and a planned alternative summit that 

will take place at the same time will discuss what a constructive pro-

gram needs to look like. So if you are interested please do put these 

dates on your calendar and plan to join us in Chicago next March. 

Stay tuned for further updates, including, hopefully at the PJSA con-

ference in Memphis. 

Cris Toffolo, Co-Chair, PJSA Board 

Dear colleagues, 

I am happy to announce that a four-year project is now ready for 

release: 430 cases (and growing) of campaigns from around the 

world that used nonviolent direct action. See it here: http://

nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu. 

35 cases of people's struggles for democracy against domestic 

dictatorships 

an additional dozen cases of people's struggles against repressive 

regimes of occupation 

dozens of campaigns in the civil rights movement of the U.S. 

dozens of economic justice campaigns from a variety of coun-

tries 

over 60 campaigns to demand change in environmental policies 

and practices 

campaigns are included from local, regional, national, and inter-

national levels 

linked cases that have happened in "waves:"  the Arab Awaken-

ing of 2011, African Democracy Campaigns of early 1990s, Asian 

Democracy Campaigns of 1980s, Colour Revolutions of 2000's, 

Soviet Block independence campaigns (1989-). 

We publish only campaigns that have reached the point of comple-

tion, not those that are still ongoing. The database is drawn from 

nearly all countries of the world, mostly twentieth century, but some 

dating as far back as 12th century B.C. Egypt. Each campaign is shown 

in two ways: a searchable database using fields and coded assessments 

of degree of success, and a 2-4 page narrative showing the play-by-

play interaction of the campaign with its opponent and with the allies 

of each. The topics the campaigns are about are in six clusters: human 

rights; democracy; economic justice; environment; peace; national/

ethnic identity. 

You are welcome to use the database for free, for research and for 

teaching -- it is offered under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerive 3.0 Unported license. You can check out 

our procedures, methods, and definitions by pushing the "About" 

button on the home page. 

You are also welcome to consider collaboration with us as we grow 

the database.  Already Tufts University and Georgetown University 

students have helped the forty Swarthmore College students who 

have researched and written the cases.  There is a Research Guide and 

monitoring in place to ensure consistency of research approach.  This 

fall another Research Seminar aims to add a hundred cases to the 

database. 

All this is brought to you by Peace and Conflict Studies, the Peace 

Collection, and the Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility at 

Swarthmore College. 

Hope you enjoy the database! 

George Lakey, Swarthmore College 

THE LATE ADDITION: GLOBAL NONVIOLENT ACTION DATABASE RELEASED! 
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The PJSA and the Gandhi-King Conference present: 

―A Living Movement: Toward a World of Peace, Solidarity, 

Justice‖ 

October 21-23, 2011 

Christian Brothers University, Memphis, TN 

WEBSITE: www.peacejusticestudies.org/conference  

 

First Global Conference, Probing the Boundaries 

―Communication and Conflict‖ 

November 3-5, 2011 

Prague, Czech Republic 

WEBSITE: www.inter-disciplinary.net/probing-the-boundaries/

hostility-and-violence/communication-and-conflict  

 

New York Peace Studies Consortium — Conference 

―Globalized Restructuring, New Media, and Mobilization‖ 

November 12, 2011 

Le Moyne College, Syracuse, NY 

INFO: tauxecs@lemoyne.edu 

 

Restorative Justice Conference 

―Building Relationships Through Restorative Practices‖ 

November 23-27, 2011 

Amore Hotel, Wellington, New Zealand 

WEBSITE: http://www.confer.co.nz/rpi-2Drjaconf2011/ 

 

North American Anarchist Studies Network — Conference 

January 7-8, 2012 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

WEBSITE: www.naasn.org 

 

SIT Institute Symposium 

―Conflict, Memory, and Reconciliation‖ 

January 10-13, 2012 

Kigali, Rwanda 

WEBSITE: www.sit.edu/symposium  

 

Eurasian Peace Science Conference 

January 13-14, 2012 

Koc University, Istanbul, Turkey 

WEBSITE: http://conflictstudiescenter.ku.edu.tr/call.html 

 

Society for Applied Anthropology — Conference 

―Bays, Boundaries, and Borders‖ 

March 27-31, 2012 

Baltimore, MD 

WEBSITE: www.sfaa.net/sfaa2012.html  

 

3d International Conference in Communication/Media Studies 

―(Re)making and Undoing of Peace/Conflict‖ 

April 11-13, 2012 

Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus 

WEBSITE: http://fcms.emu.edu.tr/mupc2012/ 

 

Assisi 2012 — Conference 

―Where We Dwell in Common: Pathways for Dialogue in the 

21st Century‖ 

April 17-20, 2012 

Assisi, Umbria, Italy  

WEBSITE: www.assisi2012.com  

 

International Peace Research Association — Conference 

Theme, TBA 

November 24-28, 2012 

Ise City, Mie Prefecture, Japan 

WEBSITE: http://ipra-peace.com/Japan2012.html 

Events Calendar 

 Confronting the Bomb: 

A Short History of the World  

Nuclear Disarmament Movement 

by Lawrence S. Wittner 

 

(an abbreviated version of the 

classic, award-winning trilogy, 

The Struggle Against the 

Bomb) 

 

"Compelling…. An accessible yet eminently credible 

account of a … social movement that has profoundly im-

pacted world history…. Here is a book written in a way 

that can inspire new generations of activists to join in the 

ongoing struggle." –  Peace Chronicle 
 

Paper   $21.95 

Stanford University Press 

www.sup.org     800-621-2736 

http://www.sit.edu/symposium


 

Peace and Justice Studies Association 
Prescott College 

220 Grove Ave. 
Prescott, AZ  86301 

PEACE & JUSTICE STUDIES ASSOCIATION 
Our Educational Partnerships 

 

In 2005, BCA entered into a partnership with PJSA to promote peace and justice through education, research and action and 
to engage students, faculty, and college and university staff members in international programs focused on 
peace, justice and other issues of mutual concern. Through this partnership, PJSA Institutional members' 
students and PJSA student members will receive special consideration for BCA’s distinctive educational 
programs all over the world. BCA will waive application fees for peace studies students from PJSA mem-
ber institutions who want to attend BCA peace and justice studies programs abroad. For more information 

about BCA or applying to a program, e-mail inquiry@BCAabroad.org or visit the BCA website at www.BCAabroad.org. 
 

Since April 2005, PJSA and the Higher Education Consortium for Urban Affairs (HECUA) have been working together to 
provide opportunities for students to participate in academically rigorous, experiential 
learning programs focused on social justice and social change. Undergraduates enrolled at 
PJSA member institutions receive special benefits when they enroll in HECUA programs: a 
discount of $500 on the non-consortium fees for semester programs, and a discount of $150 
on the non-consortium fees for short programs. PJSA members also receive annual mail-

ings of HECUA materials, and there is a PJSA liaison to the HECUA Board of Directors. Program sites include Bangladesh, 
Ecuador, Northern Ireland, Scandinavia, and the southern U.S. Complete program materials can be found at www.hecua.org. 
 

In November 2008, PJSA partnered with the Center for Global Education (CGE) at Augsburg College to add another scholas-

tic membership benefit. This new partnership will offer discounts to individual members and member in-

stitutions alike, including $500 off fees for undergraduate students going on the Center’s Mexico or Cen-

tral America semester programs, or $100 off fees for faculty, staff, or students going on the Center’s inter-

national travel seminars or professional development programs.  Since 1979, the CGE has been a pioneer 

in peace and justice studies abroad, and working towards a just and sustainable world has been central to 

their mission. Program details can be found online at www.CenterForGlobalEducation.org. 
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